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ty and minority reports on the New Jersey contest- 
ed election, in to-days paper, we have been obliged 
to omit several other articles, which we have in 
type. The minority report, it will be recollect- 


ed, was published without being received by the 
house. 








&G-The proceedings of congress, commencing on 
Tuesday last, on the treasury note bill, which will 
be found among our proceedings, were ot a most ex- 
traordinary character. The National Intelligencer 
of Thursday, in speaking of them says, 

“Our readers will find, in the preceding columns, 
some account of the most extraordinary sitting that 
ever took place of the house of representatives, or 
perhaps of any other legislative body since the cre- 
ation. It began at the regular hour of meeting at 
12 o’clock on ‘Tuesday, and continued, without in- 
termission all that day, and thioughout the night 
following, up to 5 o’clock last evening, comprising 
the space of twenty-nine hours. 

“The subject was the bill for an issue of trea- 
sury notes, and the struggle appears to have been 
between the whigs, who desired to be heard upon 
it, and the friends of the administration, who de- 
sired to force the bill out of the committee of the 
whole, so as to bring it within the control of the 
previous question, by which the debate might be 
Stopped, and the bill put on its passage. 

‘All parties were probably thoroughly wearied of 
the contest before it ended, but the whigs appeared 
to have got the best of it, for the house at last ad- 
journed, after so long a contest, without taking the 
bill out of the committee of the whole; with the 
understanding, however, on all bands (we hear) 
that the bill is to be finally acted upon to-day.” 

Vou, VIIL.—Sie, 4. 


FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

We continue our extracts of the foreign news 

brought by the late arrival of the British Queen. 
ENGLAND. 

Upon a review of the business in parliament it 
appears that very little has been done of any mo- 
ment. Ministers were defeated upon a proposition 
to grant a certain pension, and there are other in- 
dices of their weakness, although no prospect exists 
of any immediate change. It is saidthat lord Mel- 
bourne is to be created a marquis and invested with 
the order of the garter,—fresh proofs, ifany, were 
wanting of the queen’s confidence in the premier.— 
The navy estimates are published, and the new se- 
cretary of admiralty, Mr. O’Ferrall, is compliment- 
ed upon the report. The amount required for the 
service of the year was £5,659,051; of which, 
£3,957,561 was for the effective, £1,458,275 for 
the non-effective service, and £243,215 for the 
otherdepartments. The increase over the previous 
year was £461,000. The principal items of excess 
were—for payments to officers and men, £60,000; 
provisions, £50,000; naval stores, £136,000; new 
works in the dockyards, £70,000; wages to ship- 
wrights, £60,000. If these sums were voted, Mr. 
O’Ferrall said he could assure the committee that 
the naval department would be put in a state to 
meet all the service that might be required from it. 

In the debate which followed, several members 
endeavored to show that in point of fact the navy 
was by no means in a state of efficiency which the 
government asserted it to be in; that more and larger 
ships were required; that the ships in service were 
insufficiently manned; and that, in consequence of 
the crippled state of the navy, foreign commerce 


| suffered and the national honor had been tarnished. 


The committee of supply voted that 35,165 men be 
employed for the sea service for thirteen lunar 
months, to the 3lst of March, 1841, including 9,000 
royal marines and 2,000 boys.” 

Sergeant Talfourd’s copy-right bill has passed a 
second reading. 

Mr. Pakington of the house of commons ascribed 
the discontent of the working classes to their con- 
sumption of cheap maltliquors. Mr. Pakington’s 
intellect must be ona sinall scale if he imagine that 
the radical ferments of England will cease with the 
ferment of small beer. 

Notice of a motion has been given to abolish all 
capital punishments except for murder. 

The news of acommercial and financial charac- 
ter will not tend to cheer the interested. Under the 
proper heads the state of the markets is given in 
full. 

The London papers announce the American mi- 
nister, Mr. Stevenson, transacted business at the 
foreign office on the 26th Feb. 

The amount voted by parliament for the ordnance 
department this year, is 1,885,000/. an increase over 
the appropriation last year of 152,7601. 

The United States bank loan was quoted in Paris 
on the 27th at 983, a decline of a haif percent. 

The directors of the Birmingham Borough bank 
have issued a notice declaring themselves under the 
“painful necessity” of suspending its payments. 
The Birmingham Advertiser says that though the 
shareholders may incur considerable loss, there is 
every reason to believe that all demands upon the 
bank will ultimately be met to the uttermost farth- 
ing. 

The chancellor of the exchequer has determined 
to bring, without delay, the whole system of bank- 
ing throughout the country before parliament. He 
has given notice for a “committee to inqnire into 
the etfects produced on the circulation of the coun- 
try by the various banking establishments issuing 
notes payable on demand. 

The Mandarin, convict ship, with Frost, Jones, 
and Williams, the chartists, on board, had _ sailed 
for New South Wales, but put into Falmouth about 
the 26th, in distress. 

Three New York and London packets left Ports- 
mouth during the week ending the 22d Feb. the 
Ontario, the Westminster and the St. James. 

The President steam ship arrived at Liverpool 
on the 2ist from London, under canvass. She is 
to make her first trip to New York, and is intended 
to run as a regular packet between New York and 





Liverpool in conjunction with the British Queen. 
| Owing to the great quantity of ice in the Elbe, 
the navigation was interrupted, and prevented the 





ships from sailing, but near Stade there was but 
little floating ice, and the passage between Ham- 
burg and Harbourg remained open. The Hamburg 
papers do not contain any news of importance. 

At Dantzic there has been a great inundation.— 
The Vistula being damed up by the ice, the floods, 
about four miles from the city, broke through the 
land and made a short cut of about ten milesin the 
river. 

American stocks, Feb. 28. Alabama £& sterling 
fives, 81; Indiana do. 82; Illinois sixes, 82; Louisi- 
ana fives, 1844-52, 87; Maryland fives £ sterling, 
84a 85; New York fives, 864 a 87; Ohio sixes, 89 
a 90; Pennsylvania fives, 764; United States bank 
shares, £15; do. do. debentures, 99 a 994; New 
York city fives, 80. 

General average of wheat for the week ending 
Feb. 21st, 653. 10d.; average for six weeks, 65s. 5d. 
duty 21s. &d. : 

Ministers have promised to lay before parlia- 
ment all the papers relative to China as soon as pos- 
sible. The following is the outline of a treaty pre- 
sented by the London East India and China associ- 
ation to lord Palmerston, as the basis of that which 
they wish him to make with the Chinese. 

“That a commercial treaty be obtained permit- 
ting—lIst, admission, not only at Canton, but at 
other ports to the northward, near the silk and tea 
districts; 2d, trade with the natives generally, but 
if limited to the hongs, the Chinese government to 
guarantee their solvency; 3d, that the British sub- 
jects in China shall not be treated by the govern- 
ment as inferiors, but left free to possess warehous- 
es, have their families with them, and be protected 
from insult by the Chinese laws; 4th, that a tariff 
of duties be fixed on by both government; 5th, that 
the queen’s representative, as superintendent of 
trade, be allowed direct communication with the 
emperor, his minster, and the local authorities, and 
also to reside at Pekin, or a given port; 6th, that in 
case of an infraction of Chinese law, each British 
subject shall only be responsible for his own acts; 
and that the innocent shall not be confounded with 
the guilty; 7th, that in case of arefusal by the Chi- 
nese to open their ports generally, the grant of an 
island be obtained (by purchase or otherwise) for 
the establishment ofa Brilish factory. 

London, Feb. 21. Some indignation seems to 
have been excited in the city by the statement 
made by Mr. Labouchere in his letter to the chair- 
man of the East India and China Association, 
‘That tea water-borne at Canton is held to be im- 
ported from China.” As this is considered to im- 
ply that tea brought from the port of Canton in 
American vessels can legally be reshipped, and 
brought here for home consumption, it is by some 
regarded in so serious a light that they think it 
compromises the very existence of British shipping, 
and completely sacrifices us to America. 

The profit on opjum-smuggling is so great that 
the trade must go on at all risks. According to 
the Singapore Free Press—*‘Opium now is in 
greater demand than ever, both at Hong Kong and 
on the coast particularly Malwa. Sales were be- 
ing made at 950 to 1,000 dollars, and in some parts 
of the coast at 1,200 to 1,200 dollars; but this state 
of things cannot last long. Captain Elliott has 
taken steps to prevent opium ships remaining at 
Hong Kong more than six hours; which of course 
drives them to the coast fora market. At Manilla, 
the drug has been in good demand at 450 doliars, and 
from ali accounts this rate is likely to be maintained. 
All parties that sent opium from this within the 
last three months to China, have received their 
account-sales, all exhibiting in most cases 100 per 
cent. and none jess than 230 dollars per chest profit. 
Much depends upon the intention of the company 
in respect to the sales for next year. 

Another letter shows how very reasonable are 
the Chinese commissioner’s suspicions that the 
opium trade is still carried on with the sanction of 
the British superintendent— 

“The opium trade, as was anticipated, is con- 
ducted along the coast, and among the islands, by 
small armed vessels; and their arrival and depar- 
ture from here (Hong Kong) every day, leading 
the Mandarins to believe the business is sanctioned 
by the only authorities recognized, fully warrant 
any forcible measures. 

“IT have always considered the Chinese policy 
peaceable, but their late success may induce thein 
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to try what they can do with the concentrated force | 


of Canton.” 
From the Court Circular, February 26. 

The queen held a court yesterday afternoon at 
Buckingham palace, for the reception of addresses 
onthe throne. 

The members of the religious society of Friends 
having, according to ancient custom, been uncovered 
by the yeomen of the guard, were then introduced to 
the presence of her tnajesty on the throne and pre- 
sented to her majesty the following address: 

To Victoria, queen of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland and the dominions there- 
unto belonging. 

The ste ty addresses of the undersigned mem- 
bers of a meeting appointed to represent the reli- 

ei society of Friends in Great, Britain and Jre- 

and, 

May it please the queen. 

As a Christian and loyal body, permit us on the 
important and deeply interesting occasion of thy 
marriage, to convey to thee the renewed assurance 
of our cordialattachment to thy person and govern- 
nent. 

The institution of marriage we have ever regarded 
as a divine ordinance, and it is our prayer to God 
that his blessing may richly crown thy union, and 
render it conducive alike to thy own happiness and 
the welfare of thy people. 

It is with heartfelt satisfaction that we anticipate 
thy future happiness in this union, and earnest are 
our desires for thee and for thy consort, that, walk- 
ing in the fear of the Lord, your example may be 
so ordered in all things by that wisdom which is 
from above, as powerfully to promote the course of 
true religion and virtue throughout the land. 

The real prosperity of our beloved country is an 
object dear to our hearts, and under this feeling we 
would express our belief that in proportion as pure 
practical Christianity is permitted to sway thy coun- 
seis and is promoted among thy subjects, will their 
prosperity be most effectually advanced, social or- 
der maintained, and thy throne established in the 
affections of thy people. 

May He, by whom kings reign and princes decree 
justice, bless thee, O queen, and increasingly make 
thee a blessing to thy own and to surrounding na- 
tions, and mayest thou at the end of thy days, through 
the mercy of God in Christ Jesus our Saviour, be 
received into everlasting glory.” 


Her majesty returned the following most gra- 
cious answer: 

I earnestly join in your prayers for the welfare 
of my people, and acknowledge with thanks your 
interest for my own happiness, which is insepara- 
bly connected with the subject of your congratula- 
tions. 

I feel with you that the prosperity of nations is 
most effectually secured by observing the precepts 
and cherishing the benevolent spirit of the Chris- 
tian religion. 

His royal highness prince Albert, during the pre- 


sentation of these addresses, stood by the side of 


the queen; and near her majesty, by the throne, 
were the mistress of the robes, the duchess of Bed- 
ford, lady in waiting, the lord Chamberlain, and the 
master of the horse. 


Her Majesty was attended by the following mem- 
bers of the cabinet, the first tord of the treasury, 
the secretary of state for the home department, and 
the chief coinmissioner of the woéds and forests. 


Mer majesty’s honorable corps of gentlemen at 
arms, commanded by their lieutenant, the honorable 


sir E. Butler, lined the throne room. 
FRANCE, 


An extraordinary express from Paris brings the 


important intelligence of the resignation of the 
French ministry, in consequence of a signal defeat 
in the chamber of deputies, on the question of the 
«‘dotation” for the king’s son. The deputies, by a 
majority of 226 to 200, refused even to consider the 
ministerial proposition. They voted against dis- 
cussing “the ppomenene of the bill.” The cham- 
ber adjourned immediatly after the vote; and the 
ministers went directly with their resignations to 
the king. Louis Phillippe, who is said to have 
been ‘‘furious,”’ accepted the resignations, and sent 
for the duke de Brpgiie. The funds fell, and Paris 
was in a state of great excitement. . The vote was 
considered a severe blow upon the Orleans dynasty. 

The French minisiry. A postscript in a Paris 
letter in the New York Courier says: 

The great probability is, that this night the Moni- 


teur Parisian will announce the formalion of a 


ministry, of which M, Thiers, as minister for fo- 


reign affairs, and president of the council, will be 
For the others you care nothing. La 


the head. 
will be Cubieres, Remusat, Palet de la Lozere, 


Vivien, &c. The Thiers ministry will be a strong 


one, but it is one forced on the king. 


The Reparateur de Lyons announces the failure 


of a commercial house in that city for the sum 
1,500,000f. 


The subscriptions for the establishment of a stea.» 
communication between Marseilles the West In- 


dies and New Orleans, amounted on the 14th to 
1,284,000 franes. 


Several members of Napolean’s family are at pre- 
sent in London. On Tuesday, prince Louis Napo- 
leon entertained at dinner in Carolton Gardens his 
two uncles, Joseph Bonaparte, ex-king of Spain, 
ang Jerome Bonaparte, ex-king of Westphalia, and 
his cousin, prince Lucien Murat, son of Murat, ex- 
king of Naples. The other guests were several dis- 
tinguished officers of the French army under Napo- 
leon. {Morning Post. 
The duke of Orleans and Nemours quitted Paris 


on Monday night for Brussels, where the bride of 
the latter and her father have arrived. 


Paris, Feb. 27.—-Half past three. There has 
been a fair quantity of business. For the account 
the three per cents. opened at 82f. 25c. and closed 
at 82f. 40c. The five per cents. opened at 113f. 45c. 
and closed at 113f. 65c.; both have thus risen 20c.— 
For money the three per cents. are 10c. and the 
five per cents. lic. higher. The bank of France 
shares are 10f, lower. The Laffitte bank 1,000f. 
shares are 2f, 50c. higher. The Belgian bank shares 
unaltered and the United States bank loans has de- 
clined 3 per cent. 


SPAIN. 

The session of the cortes was opened by the 
queen regent, accompanied by her daughter Isa- 
bell IT, on the 18th inst, After congratulating the 
cortes and the country on the friendly feeling which 
exists between Spain and the powers which were 
parties to the quadruple alliance, the speech al- 
ludes to the military operations now pending. 


“The greatest portion of our military forces now 
concentrated in Lower Arragon, is preparing for 
new triumphs, which I confidently expect from 
their valor and discipline, as well as from the in- 
trepidity of their general-in-chief. In the mean- 
while the provinces of Gallicia, Toledo and Cludad 
Real are pacified, and if, to my great regret, others 
do not enjoy the same blessing, my government has 
devised the measures necessary for the attainment 
of that so desired result. After adisastrous war of 
seven years, the finances are not in so prosperous 
a condition as might be wished. We still possess 
it is true, immense resources, sufficient to retrieve 
the credit of the nation, and to leave unimpaired 
its good faith, which never belied itself. y go- 
vernment will shortly present to you the budget 
and other bills deemed indispensible and urgent for 
regulating the administration, promoting the pro- 
gress of public wealth and relieving the creditors | 
of the state both domestic and foreign; and recon. 
ciling at the same time all those laws with the 
principle of rigorous economy, which our position 
makes it imperative for us to follow.” 


The queen next directs the attention of the cortes 
to various projects of law for giving additional se- 
curity to private property, and to the preservation 
of the public tranquillity; suggestions, also for im- 
provements inthe electorial law in the municipal 
institutions of the country; and other objects of 
national interest appear in the speech. At the 
conclusion of the speech, which was well received, 
and some portions of it applauded, the president 
of the council announced that the session of the 
cortes for 1840 had now commenced. 

The recent military mancuvres are of little im- 
portance. Espartera was investing Segura, and 
the battering train had arrived before the walls. 
The Carlist general Cabrera, who was reported as 
dead, is convalescent. He will not defend Segara, 
believing the loss of that post of little consequence. 


CHINA. 

We find in the New York Express of yesterday, 
the following information from China: 

Captain Western of the ship Morea, arrived last 
night from Macao, 8th November. He informs that 
on the day of his sailing news reached that place 
from Canton that the trade with all nations had been 
stopped by the Chinese government. A vessel 
belonging to Macao had just arrived from Hanan 
Island, the captain of which reported that an Ame- 
rican brig had been wrecked at that place, that near 
the wreck he saw two children in Chinese clothes 
who could speak English; that he took them to be 
Americans, and belonging to the brig. The cap- 
tain further states that the children pointed out their 
father to him, who had been made a slave of, and 
had a collar on his neck! 


The papers by the Morea are no later than those 
previously received. 
The New York Courier and Enquirer after men- 





tioning the reports of captain Western, says— 


Though such information was no doubt given to 
him, for our part, we are strongly inclined 10 doubt 


its correctness. We have both directly and by the 


way of England, intelligence to the 7th of the same 
month; therefore as late as he could possibly bring, 
by the short period of one day, ard at that time the 
English accounts particularly, speak of the Incra- 
tive trade carried on under the American flag, from 
which they were debarred. Indeed it seems to 
have been the policy of the high commissioner Linn 
at that period, to encourage the American trade, 
probably for the purpose of quieting the diseontent 
which would naturally arise on the stoppage of all 
trade whatever. 


Fromthe New York Morning Herald, Sunday 4 P. M. 

This morning early, the Navigator, captain ——, 
was announced off the Hook, from Canton, with 
seventeen days later from the Celestjal empire. At 
nine o’clock we despatched one of the fast sailing 
clippersof our commercial marine, and by them we 
have received all our letters, papers, &c. in great 
abundance. 


The news is of the highest importance. The 
American trade still continued at the latest dates. 
These were the principal causes of guards up and 
down the Canton river. 


The Navigator left Whampoa November 24th, 
1839, and Roon-koo (near Linton), December Ist, 
passed Java-head December 20th, December 24th 
in the China sea spoke ship Oneida, Barrel, from 
Singapore, where she had been to repair damages 
sustained in a Typhoon; on the 17th December 
parted company with her as she bore up for Anju 
Bay to procure water. 


The evening before the Navigator sailed from 
Roon-koo, letters arrived from Cauton, stating that 
the Yum Chac, (Linn, the coinmissioners), was de- 
termined to put astop to transhipping of British pro- 
perty to Canton, under the flags of otber nations, 
as has been hitherto done, and urging the utmost 
despatch in loading the vessels taken up for freight 
to Whampoa, as there was great danger that they 
would be shut out of the Bouge in a week. It was 
the general opinion that an entire stoppage to the 
foreign trade would again take place ere long. 


After the battle between the Chinese and the 
British at the Bogue, the troops of the latter went 
to Macao, and took away all the British residents. 
The Chinese admiral had died of his wounds. The 
commissioner, Linn, had sent an express to Pekin, 
with an account of the battle, and for the purpose 
of procuring the orders of the Europeans for future 
operation. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 

From Rio Janeiro. We learn from captain Cush- 
ing, of the ship Steiglitz, arrived last night from 
tio Janeiro, that the U. S. ship Relief, from the 
Pacific ocean, was going into Rio when capt. C. 
left. Capt. C. also states that advices from Monte- 
video to the 4th January had been received at Rio, 
announcing the defeat of the Buenos Ayres army 
by the Montevideans; and that negotiations had 
been commenced by the French admiral, who had 
refused the mediation of the British ministers. 

[N. Y. Jour. of Com. 


MEXICO. 

The Mexican consul at Havana, had published a 
notice on the 17th ult. rescinding the decree of May 
last, in relation to the introduction of provisions into 
the port of Matamoras. In future, the following 
articles only will be admitted into that port on pay- 
ing aduty of 20 per cent. ad valorem, viz: flour, 
rice, sugar, chocolate, coffee, red pepper, barley, 
every kind of forage, meat, (salted and smoked), 
bread, beans, corn and all the necessary articles for 
the army. 


An arrival at New Orleans from Matamoras, 
brings accounts to the 25th of February. Little, 
howevwer, has tranepeye as to the movements of the 
Mexican troops. The garrison at Matamoras had 
been reinforced, and then consisted of about two 
thousand men. Nothing is mentioned about the ad- 
vance of the other troops which were said to be on 
their march from the interior of Mexico to attack 
Texas. 


From Mexico, we learn that the late worthy re- 
presentative of her Catholic majesty in this country, 
Don 4. Calderon de la Barca, has been received 
in the same official capacity in Mexico in the most 
enthusiastic and flattering manner. From the mo- 
ment of his arrival at Vera Cruz, the most distin- 
guished attention was paid him; his journey to the 
capital was marked by greetings from all quarters, 
and his entre into the capital attended by an escort 
of horsemen and carriages several miles in length. 
Serenades, fetes and bull-fights were given in his 
honor; and his arrival, in short, formed an epoch, 
in which party feuds were forgotten, and gaiety and 








good humor prevailed. [National Intelligencer. 
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TEXAS, 

The steam packet New York, captain Wright, 
arrived yesterday from Galveston, making the trip 
in 36 hours. She brought 39 cabin and 36 deck 

assengers. ere 

‘The intelligence brought by the New York is not 
very important. 

Emigrants are still flocking into the country, and 
the settlers were extending their loeations to the 
northern and western frontiers. | 

The Americans who had, been engaged in the 
federal cause, are said to have returned. ; 

We make the following extract from a private 
letter dated at Galveston on the 3rd inst. 

“It is said that the Mexicans are coming again, 
and to-day the Galvestonians are to be drafted. We 
are not at all alarmed. Time hastaught Felisola to 
look out when he gets into Texas. 1 cannot be- 
lieve thev will venture farther than the Rio Grande, 
if they come at all. Eight thousand men cannot 
conguer Texas. elisola knows better.”’ 

A public dinner has been given to gen. Samuel 
Houston by the citizens of Galveston. [N.O. Pic. 

The papers received by the steampacket New 
York, are not so late by several days, as the date of 
her departure. They contain very little of novelty 
orinterest. The arrival of the brig Fils Unique is 
mentioned, in fifty-five days from Marseilles, with 
assorted cargo of wines, brandy, fruit, &e. On her 
manifest, were twelve packages of vine cuttiogs, 
and eighteen of trees. Texas is said to be weil 
adapted to the culture of the grape—and it would 
seein as if an experiment was about to be nade in 
raising vineyards. The Fils Unique is the first 
vessel direct from France, that has arrived at Gal- 
veston. 

There is nothing additional reported respecting 
the movements of the federalists. The rumors are 
the same as those received some time ago. Seve- 
ral persons had come in direct from the Rio Grande. 
Their story is, that while the federalist army was 
encainped before Monterey, after its retreat from 
Matamoras, Canales, the leader, received informa- 
tion of the approach of seventeen hundred centra- 
lists. He immediately ordered a retreat. The 
Mexicans deserted in great numbers; but as many 
as could be kept together, crossed the Rio Grande. 
The Texans, disgusted with the mode of conduct- 
ing operations, were about returning home. As to 
the degree of credit that is due to those flying re- 
ports, much doubt exists. Before any correct 
opinion can be formed, further advices must be 
awaited. [N. O. Bulletin. 

Galveston dates to the 25th ult. have been receiv- 
ed at New Orleans. The cause of temperance 
was making progress in the new republic. 





NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT—By and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Samuel McRoberts, of Illinois, to be solicitor of 
the general land office, in the place of Matthew 
Birchard, appointed solicitor of the treasury. 

James 8.Green, to be attorney of the United 
States for the district of New Jersey, for the term 
of four years, from the 13th day of January, 1840, 
when his former commission expired. 

John F. Bacon, of New York, to be consul of the 
United States at Nassau, in the island of New Pro- 
vidence in the place of George Huyler. 

Harmanus Bleecher, of New York, to be charce 
d’attaires of the United States to the Netherlands, 

George H. Flood, of Ohio, to be charge d’atiaires 
of the United States to the republic of Texas, in the 
place of Alcee Labranche, resigned. 

Henry Ledyard, of New York, to be secretary of 
the legation of the United States at Paris. 

Horace C. Cammack, to be treasurer of the branch 
mint of the United States at New Orleans. 

Joseph M. Kennedy, to be superintendent of the 
branch mint of the United States at New Orleans. 

John L. Riddel, to be melter and refiner at the 
Same mint, 

Philos B. Tyler, to be coiner at the same mint. 

Isaac H. Bronson, of New York, to be judge of 
the United States, for the eastern district of Flori- 
da, for the terin of four years, in the place of Robert 
R. Reid, appointed governor of that territory. 

Alfred Balch, of Tennessee, to be judge of the 
United States for the middle district of Florida, for 
the term of four years, in the place of Thomas Ran- 
dall, whose term of service has expired. 

James S. Green, to be attorney of the United 
States for the district of New Jersey, for the term 
of four years, from the 18th day of January, 1840, 
when his former commission expired. 

Thomas Turner, Charlies Scott, Henry Naylor, 
Charles J, Nourse, Joshua Pierce, Samuel Smoot 
and Henry Howison, to be justices of the peace for 


the county of Washington, in the District of Co- 
Jumbia, 





William N. Mills, to be a justice of the peace for 
the county of Alexandria, in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Calvin Blythe, collector of the customs for the 
district of Philadelphia, vice George Woif, deceased. 

The president has recognized Johan Wilkelm 
Schmidt, as consul of the dukedom of Baden, for the 
state of New York, 

The chevalier Pedro Rodrigues Fernandes Chaves, 
charge d’affaires of the emperor of Brazil, present- . 
ed, on Tuesday, his credential letters to the secre- 
tary of state, and was introduced in his official cha- 
racter to the president. 

Mr. Amaral, who had acted, ad interim, in the 
same capacity, at the same time took leave of the 
president and secretary of state. [ Globe. 

ARMY. 

Florida. From Middle Florida, we learn, on the 
22d ult, that a detachment of volunteers, under lieut. 
Whedan were in pursnif, on a fresh trail of Indians, 
near the Calico Hills, in the vicinity of Magnolia. 
Suddenly they came upon a numerous body of the 
enemy, and, at the first fire, lieut. Wheden was 
killed. His men retreated, leaving their officer on 
the field. On learning the intelligence, a body of 
regulars were sent out to bring the body in. Lieut. 
W. has left a widow. 

More of the bloodhounds. Accounts from St. Au- 
gustine to the 5th instant state, that the bloodhounds 
are carrying on the war witb energy and effect.— 
Information from Middle Florida states that two of 
the dogs followed up.an Indian trail recently, and 
caught one Indian. They throttled him, threw him 
down, and secured him. The Indian, on being re- 
lieved from his perilous situation, told the men who 
had charge of the dogs, to keep on and they would 
find more Indians—which it is said they did, and 
captured four more. The latter is not certain.— 
That one Indian has been caught by means of dogs, 
is. certain. 

The last Tallahasse Floridian says: ‘‘We regret 
that Mr. Poinsett has taken the course he has about 
the dogs. He is mistaken. They were intended 
by the people, at whose instance governor Call im- 
ported them, to ‘‘worry” to ‘‘hunt,” to ‘bite’ to 
‘‘tear to pieces,” all the red devils they can catch.” 

Captain Cotton, with 60 recruits from New Or- 
leans, reached Little Rock on the 14th ult. on his 
way to Fort Towson. 

NAVY. 
Promotions in the navy. 

Commander to be captain. Thomas M. Newell, 
January 28, 1840. 

Lieutenant to be commander. 
bling, January 28, 1840. 

Passed midshipmen io be lieuts. John Rodgers, 
January 28, 1840; John B. Marchand, January 29, 
1840; Wm. Rogers Taylor, February 10, 1840. 

From the Pacific. The Norfoik Beacon, of Tues- 
day, gives the following information, which was de- 
rived froin lieut. Kennon, whose arrival from the 
Pacific and landing at Old Point we noticed on 
Tuesday. . 

Lieut. K. was 55 days from the city of Lima, 
crossing the isthmus in 17 hours from ocean to ocean, 
24 days from Chagres, via Kingston, (Jam.) and 
12 days from the latter. : 

Lieutenat Kennon took passage from Kingston, 
(Jamaica) in the Northumberland bound to Balti- 
more, and was taken off by a Hampton pilot boat. 
He is bearer of despatches for the U.S. government, 
fiom Peru. 

Lieut. K. left at Lima, the U.S. frigate Consitu- 
tion, capt. Turner, bearing the broad pennant of 
com. Claxton. Officers and crew all well. 

The ship St. Louis, commander Forrest, was at 
Panaina, bound to the Gulf of California. 

The Falmouth, commander McKeever, was at 
Valparaiso, to sail for the U. States 15th February. 

The Lexington, capt. Clack, was at Payta, to sail 
for the U. S. sometime in March, ‘Officers and 
crews of the ships well. ° 


Flour which was scarce, was selling at Lima 
when lieut Kennon left, at $13 on board. 

Commodore Perry is to superintend and command 
the new steam frigate now building at the navy 
yard, New York. 

We learn from the New York American that the 
U. 8. ship Decatur sailed from that port on Mon- 
day for Brazil, bearing the brvad pennant of coin- 
modore Ridgely. ‘The following is a list of the 
officers attached to this vessel. 

Commodore—Charles G. Ridgely, commanding 
the U. States naval forces on the coast of Brazil. 

Commander—Henry W. Ogden. 

Lieutenants—John H. Marshall, Fitz Allen Deas, 
Samuel Swartwout. 

Acting master—William 8. Swann. 


Cornelius K. Strib- 


Purser—Thoinas P. McBlair. 

Passed assistant surgeon—-M. G. Delaney. 

Assistant surgeon—James B. Gould. 

Commodore’s secretary—Henry J. Willett. 

Chaplain—John F. Girard. 

Passed midshipmen—A, R. Taliaferro, Jno. Hall. 

Midshipmen—Geo. B. Bissell, Julius S. Bohrer, 
Samuel Wilcox, Sam. A. Miller, Edward Simpson. 

Commodore’s clerk—George P. Stevenson. 

Captain’s clerk—Charles King, jr. 

Gunner—Thomas Dewey. 

Boatswain—Samuel Drew. 

Carpenter—John M. Webb. 

This fine ship was fitted out at the Brooklyn 
navy yard, by capt. Stringham, under_the direction 
of commodore Ridgely. She was built after the 
model of the naval constructor at the Wallabout. 
This is her first cruise; and the American adds that she 
is, perhaps, as fine a vessel of her class as ever went 
to sea. 


The N. York Courier publishes the annexed list of 
officers attached to the U. S. schooner Enterprise, 
which sailed for Brazil on Monday: 

Frank. Ellery, lieut. commanding; lieutenants P. 
Drayton, John A. Winslow; purser, Edward Bis+ 
sell; surgeon, Geo. W. Peter; acting master, Francis 
B. Renshaw; passed midshipmen, James F.' Arm- 
strong, Samuel Pearce; midshipmen, N. B. Harri- 
sion, Abner Read, Edward A. Hopkins. 

The U. S. ship-of-war Warren, Stephen B. Wil- 
son, lieutenant commanding, anchored off the S. W. 
pass of the Mississippi, on the 25th ult. on a cruise, 
officers and crew all well. She is last from Ha- 
vana via Cape Antonio. On the 23d, the Warren 
boarded the American ship Bazar, of Boston, from 
Mobile, for Havre, 6 days out. 


Charleston a naval station. We learn from the 
Southern Patriot, that the navy department have de- 
terinined to make Charleston a naval station, and 
have appointed capt. Edward R. Shubrick the first, 
and lieut. Knight the second officer on the station. 

It is also intimated that Charleston is to be made 
a navy yard for the repairing of small vessels, or 
such sloops-of-war as can come into its waters,— 
This, as the Patriot remarks, the departinent can 
do, without an application to congress. And it ex- 
presses the opinion that “a little more exertion will 
procure for Charleston the advantage of a navy yard 
for construction.” 





STATES OF THE UNION. 
MASSACHUSETTS, 

Gov. Everett’s declension of the nomination. We 
make the following extract from governor Everett’s 
able letter to the committee appointed to inform him 
of his re-nomination for the office of governor of 
Massachusetts. 


Were it in my power to accept this nomination, I 
should consider it my duty to do so, whatever 
might be my opinion of the probable result of the 
election. Believing the choice of the whig candi- 
date for the office of governor, next November, to 
be as sure as any future event in politics, I could 
certainly feel no wish to decline the nomination, in 
consequence of the result of the last election. It 
was, however, intimated in my letter of the 4th of 
March, 1839, to the committee of last year, that it 
was my desire at that time, to decline being a can- 
didate. Among the chief causes of this wish was 
the belief, that domestic considerations might make 
it very desirable for me, before the end of the year, 
to remove my family to a milder climate. Subsequent 
events have shown the justice of this apprehension, 
and made it my duty, as a measure of precaution 
adopted by medical advice, in reference to the 
health of one of my family, to pass the next win- 
ter in the south of Europe. This circumstance, of 
course, puts it out of my power to accept the no- 
mination with which I have been honored by the 
convention. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Pennsylvania bank bill. A committee of confer- 
ence has been appointed by the legislature of 
Pennsyivania, on the subject of the disagreement of 
‘he two houses touching the resumption bill. 

The committee on internal improvements of the 
house has reported a bill making appropriations to 
the amount of $3,139,000, for various works. The 
committee recommend that this amount be furnish- 
ed by the banks in a pro rata proportion to the 
amount of their capital, and that they shail also 
provide for the interest on the state debt, during 
the ensuing three years; those concurring in this, to 
have until the Ist of December next before they 
shall be required to resume specie payments, those 
not concurting, to resume in thirty days. 

Pennsylvania, her governor and banks. The le- 


islature did not form a quorum on Thursday, owing 
to the session of the Van Buren convention, then 





assembled at Harrisburg. tay 
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That body adjourned on Thursday evening, hav- 
ing recommended Martin Van Buren and R. M. 
Johnson, and passed the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That we have full and entire confidence 
in the democracy and talents of our excellent go- 
vernor David R. Porter, and we cordially approve of 
his efforts, thoroughly to reform the present cor- 
rupt banking system; at the same time to do the 
least possible injury to the public credit and the 
interests of the commonwealth and to the citizens; 
believing that the principle of bank reform is of the 
utmost and most essential importance and necessity; 
but that the delay of a brief and reasonable period 
must necessarily take place before the functions of 
healthy action in the body politic can be resumed. 

Resolved, That we consider the success of Martin 
Van Buren in Pennsylvania, essential to the re- 
election of our present worthy, honest independent, 
democratic governor, David R. Porter. 

Resolved, That the democracy of Pennsylvania 
have just reason to be proud of her chief magis- 
trate, governor Porter, and that they have not only 

.an undiminished, but an increased confidence in 
his worth, integrity and merits. 

A report has been made in the house by Mr. 
Flenniken, from the committee of ways and means, 
fully considering the embarrassinents of the com- 
monwealth, and proposing various remedial enact- 
ments. ‘These are, briefly as follows: 

The sale of the bank stock belonging to the state, 
and the motive power on the Columbia rail road, 
as the best means of raising money to pay the cur- 
rent expenses of the government for the present 
year. 

Laying a tax upon personal property, on house- 
hold furniture, and silver plate, in value over $300 
—two cents per dollar. 

On gold lever watches, $1 50 a piece per annum. 

Other gold watches an: silver levers, $1. 

Other silver watches, fifty cents. 

On all salaries and emoluments of office, one 
cent per dollar. 

On notes, bonds and stocks, (except those of the 
state) and debts due from solvent debtors, money 
at interest, and ground rents, half cent per dollar. 

These, together with a tax on brokers, and a re- 
venue from some other sources, are estimated to 
produce the annual sum of $600,000. 

The report was read and ordered to be printed. 

MARYLAND. 

Maryland legislature. Report of the committee 
of ways and means on the finances of the state. A 
press of other matters has prevented us from giving 
until now an abstract of this report, containing the 
committee’s account of the state’s financial affairs 
and the measures recommended for meeting the de- 
mands of the public responsibilities. The amount 
of revenue received which accrwed in the year 
ending December I1si 1839, was $391,323 47. 
The expenditures for the sane year amounted to 
$631,888 48; showing an excess of expenditures to 
the amount of $240,565 01. This excess was paid 
in part out of the state’s portion of the U. States 
surplus revenue, put out on special deposite., 

The estimated revenue of the current year is 
$311,258 34. The estimated expenditures for the 
saine, including $81,722 98, the* balance due on 
account to December Ist 1839, together with the 
additional interest due on the public debt, amount 
to $867,645 72. The estimated excess of expendi- 
tures for the current year, therefore, amounts to 
$556,387 38. 

The available resources of the state, consisting of 
bank stock and of her remaining purtion of the sur- 
plus revenue on deposite, amount in all to the sum 
of $1,176,603 91. By an appropriation of these 
resources it is within the power of the legislature 
to provide for the present, and fully to sustain the 
character of the state, without resorting to a tax. 
Inasmuch as the interest onthe greater portion of 
the surplus revenue is now 7 ight en to purposes 
of education, it is proposed by the committee to 
apply the receipts from the Washington branch of 
the Baltimore and Ohio rail road to the support of 
schools, so that the cause of education may lose 
nothing by the withdrawal of the other fund. 

The estimated deficiency for the current year has 
been already named. To this must be added a 
special appropriation to the penitentiary of $15,000, 
also the loss of interest on the bank stocks and the 
surplus revenue + Mecha to meet current debts; 
so that the total deficiency for the present year will 
amount to $606,389 39. 

Deducting this from the state’s available re- 
sources above named, there will remain to meet the 
demands of 1841 a balance of $570,214 52. After 
the year 1841 a resort to taxation will be inevitable. 
The amount necessary to be raised by that means 
will be about $600,000. 

From the best information to be had at the trea- 
sury, the committee submit the following table 





ee 


showing the amount of assessable property in the; of the Agricultural and Brandon banks; also for the 


several counties and the city of Baltimore, and the 
amounts to be paid by each respectively. 

An apportionment of $600,000, among the counties of 
Maryland and the city of Baltimore, in the ratio of 
their property valued as herein. 


. : Valuation vo Apportion- 
Counties and city. their month ns 
Allegany county, $1,551,506 00 $6,006 05 
Anne Arundel, do. 7,442,303 00 28,809 97 
Baltimore city, 55,793,370 00 215,982 25 
Baltimore county, 9,524,699 00 36,871 14 
Calvert 0. 2,389,554 33 9,250 22 
Caroline do. 2,071,200 00 8,017 83 
Carroll do. 4,943,161 00 19,135 51 
Cecil do. 2,991,385 00 11,579 98 
Charles do. 5,534,484 00 21,424 59 
Dorchester do. 5,105,913 00 1,9765 64 
Frederick _— do. 12,223,935 00 47,320 19 
Hartford do. 4,651,245 00 18,005 47 
Kent do 3,501,552 00 13,554 89 








Montgomery do. 4,678 967° 67 18,112 80 
Prince George’s do. 5,884,428 96 22.779 26 
QWueen Anne’s do. 3,947,919 00 15,282 82 
Saint Mary’s do. 3,445,860 00 13,339 30 
Somerset do. 2,628,945 00 10,176 98 
Talbot do. 2,855,943 00 11,055 67 
Washington do. 10,046,119 00 38,889 63 
Worchester do. 3,781,851 00 14,639 96 

$154,994,340 96 $600,000 00 


A bill in accordance with the tenor of this report 
is submitted by the committee, authorising the ap- 
plication of the surplus revenue as recommended, 
and directing the commissioner of loans to sell and 
transfer from time to time, and as early as may be, 
ard at such prices as he shall deem it for the state’s 
interest to accept, all the capital stock of the seve- 
ral banks in this state now standing in the books 
thereof to the credit of the state of Maryland. 
One section of the bill provides that the house of 
Messrs. Baring Brothers & Co. be constituted the 
agency of the state for the payment of the interest 
on its public debt, so far as such payments are to be 
made in the city of London. One per cent. com- 
mission is allowed for this service. 


VIRGINIA. 

On Saturday last, the house of delegates of Vir- 
ginia passed a bill by a decided vote, requiring the 
banks in that state to issue one and two dollar bills, 
to an amount not less than two nor more than four 
per cent. upon their respective capitals. When 
this bill was under diseussion, Mr. Tunstall, in the 
course of his remarks, ‘‘adverted to the scarcity of 
change, which he illustrated by the fact that the 
small notes of the Cohens of Baltimore were ata 
premium of 14 percent. and more in Richmond, 
such was the demand for them for change; and thus 
Virginia was made to pay tribute to banks and 
bantlers in other states.”’ 


The Virginia legislature, as anticipated, in our 
last, adjourned on Thursday, after a session of 109 
days, and the passage of 199 acts. An effort was 
made, shortly before the adjournment, to procure 
in the senate, a re-consideration of the vote by 
which the bill authorising the banks to issue smail 
notes, was rejected. The effort was defeated by 
the withdrawal of several members of the senate, 
thus leaving that body without a quorum. 

The bank bill, which has become a law, suspends 
the operations of those laws heretofore enacted, in 
virtue of which, the charters of non-specie paying 
banks are forfeited, and extra interest or damage is 
obtained by those holding their notes, and making 
demands upon them. The suspension of these 
acts, is to continue until the end of the next session 
of the general asseinbly. [ Balt. Pat. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

The banking concerns of Mississippi—the greatest 
cotton producing state in the union—are in a most 
desperate condition. From a report recently made 
to the legislature, it appears that the liabilites of the 
Union bank next May will be four millions, whilst 
its resources are nearly all ina state of suspension. 
The correspondent of the Natchez Courier writes 
that the report had created a fresh desire for recall- 
ing the last five millions of state bonds issued in fa- 
vor of the Union bank. It was supposed there would 
be a general winding-up of the institution. He adds: 
“The credit of the state has been banked to death. 
Insolvency is now our name. Never was state 
in such an awful condition. The cry of ‘relief’. is 
heard on all sides, but what can a state do that is 
unable to pay its legislature, and the current expen- 
ditures of government?” 

Brandon money is selling in the streets of Jack- 
son at nine cents on the dollar. 

At a meeting held in Natchez, in reference to the 
existing condition of the currency, the following 
resolution was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That this meeting earnestly recommend 
to the governor of this state, the propriety of fur- 
nishing quarters ia the penitentiary for the officers 








members of the Mississippi Shipping company, and 
that the expenses of their keeping be defrayed from 
that portion of the revenue arlsing from convictions 
for violations of the anti-gambling law. 

[ Bultimore American. 


The joint committee of the legislature of Missis- 
sippi, to examine into the condition of the Union 
bank, have made a report, from which it appears 
that the affairs of that institution are in a most pcr- 
plexed condition. The committee report that the 
losses of the bank on cotton notes will be immense; 
that on post notes of the bank falling due in May 
next there will be over $3,000,000 more than the 
bank by any probable arrangements, can make pro- 
vision for; that the losses from bills receivable will 
exceed 500,000 dollars, and that an agreement of 
the board of directors to allow their debtors 1, 2, 3, 
4 and 5 years’ credit upon good security being of- 
fered, will preclude the possibility of the bank’s 
ineeting her engagements in any reasonable time. 
The indebtedness of the president and directors of 
the bank to the institution as drawers, and endorsers 
and members of commercial firms, is $1,046,965. 

Governor McNutt has issued his proclamation 
against the Union bank, to prevent that institution 
from hypothecating the five millions of bonds of 
the state of Mississippi—warning ail persons and 
corporations not to advance money on credits on 
the hypothecation of said bonds; and declaring all 
such hypothecations or sales unauthorised, null and 
void. 


Mississippi bank bili. The Natchess Free Trader 
announces the passage of this bill, in its most obnox- 
ious form. The original bill, as it passed in the 
house was amended by the senate, and sent back to 
the house for concurrence. The house disagreed to 
the amendment—the senate adhered; and the house 
adhered to ils disagreement. The senate then re- 
solved the house out of order, and the house refused 
to receive the message. Afterwards the senate re- 
considered its resolution declaring the bouse out of 
order, and respectfully requested the house to re- 
consider its adherence to the disagreement, that a 
conference might be had. The house reconsidered 
and appointed a committee of conlerence—the senate 
another. After two sittings, the conferees agreed 
unanimously to the main principles of the bill, as 
reported by the chairman of the committee on banks 
and the currency. The report was agreed to by 
both houses, and the bill has been approved by the 
governor, and is now a law of the land. 

[New Orleans Bulletin. 


INDIANA. 

A bushel of grain. The last legislature of India- 
na passed a law prescribing an uniform mode of 
ascertaining by weight, the quality of the different 
kinds of grain that shall pass for a standard bushel 
in that state as follows: wheat 60 pounds, avoirdu- 
pois, rye 56, corn 56, barley 48, oats 33. 





NEW JERSEY CONTESTED ELECTION, 
REPORT OF THE MAJORITY. 

In compliance with the resolution adopted by the 
house of representatives, on the 28th ultimo, in- 
structing the committee of elections to “report 
forthwith which five of the ten individuals claim- 
ing seats from the state of New Jersey received 
the greatest number of lawful votes from the 
whole state for representatives in the congress of 
the United States at the election of 1838, in said 
state, with all the evidence of that fact in their 
possession; Proviced, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall be so construed as to prevent or de- 
lay the action of said committee in taking tes- 
timony or deciding the said case upon the me- 
rits of the election.”” The committee subinit the 
following 

REPORT. 

While the committee, from the commencement 
of its labors in this important case, have been actu- 
ated by the most anxious desire to do justice to the 
individual claimants, to the ancient and honorable 
state for whose service they are maintaining an 
animated contest, and to the whole American peo- 
ple, who have a deep and abiding interest in pre- 
serving the purity of elections; and while for secur- 
ing so valuable a result, the committee had marked 
out a course somewhat different from that which 
seems now to be prescribed by the house, they 
cheerfully yield to its authority; and so far as they 
can ascertain its intention, they have no other in- 
clination, than to give it ample and speedy effect. 

The committee, however, have encountered noin- 
considerable difficulty in harmonizing all the terms 
of the resolution with that intention, which, from 
the circumstance of the éase, as well. as from the 
nore prominent clauses of the resoliition itself, they 
must understand to have governed the action of the 
house. To give every word in the resolution the 
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full force of a literal interpretation, would be, per- 
haps to raise such a conflict between the parts as 
to disable the whole. But instead of separating it 
into parts, the whole resolution should be so con- 
strued as to give expression to a distinct intention, 
which is capable of being ascertained and effectuat- 
ed. Asa portion of the house, the members of the 
committee are not ignorant of the importance that 
was attached to the insertion of the word ‘‘lawful” 
before the word ‘votes,’ in the resolution. Nor 
can they overlook the fact that connected with the 
proposition to insert, was the motion to strike out 
another word, utterly inconsistent with that broad 
and searching investigation which the insertion of 
the word “lawful,” (without reference to other ex- 
pressions in the resolution, or to the posture of the 
case itself) would seem to demand. 

The house had referred to the committee the 
whole subject matter of the controversy, and with 
it a mass of testimony having no application to any 
inquiry, short of the merits of the election. The 
committee had, as was well known tothe house, 
entered upon this inquiry, and had adopted such 
measures for the procurement oftestimony as would 
probably probe to the core all frauds and _ illegali- 
ties. In the prosecution of this investigation a de- 
lay had occurred, the deplorable effects of which 
were as manifest to the committee as to the house. 

When the proposition to instruct was originally 
introduced as an amendment to the application with 
which the coinmittee had come before the house, 
its intent was clear that a report should be imme- 
diately made of the names of those who had receiv- 
ed the greatest number of votes at the last cungres- 
sional election in New Jersey. 1f any thing more 
was wanting to explain the meaning of this propo- 
sition, it is tobe found in the proviso which was 
added and which clearly indicated that the action 
which the house was moved to demand, did not 
contemplate an interference with the course adopt- 
ed by the committee for the “taking of testimony 
and deciding the case upon the merits of the elec- 
tion.” 

Under these circumstances, if the proposition to 
strike out the word ‘forthwith,’ and insert the 
word “lawful,” had fully succeeded, there would 
still have remained that prominent clause of proviso; 
and it might have been uncerstood, that, notwith- 
standing the omission of the word “forthwith,” the 
house desired an immediate report; and that, not- 
withstanding the insertion of the word ‘lawful’? the 
house contemplated that the report should be inde- 
pendent of testimony, now under the process of 
being obtained for the purpose of deciding the elec- 
tion upon its merits. 

Upon what basis, then, could such a report be 
constructed? Manifestly not upon the partial, in- 
conclusive, and incompetent testimony as to the 
legality of votes now in the possession of the com- 
mittee. The house cannot have contemplated a 
report, involving an investigation of the ballot box- 
es, withuut allowing time or opportunity for that 
investigation to be thorough. 

At the same time the committee cannot entirely 
overlook the word “lawful,” or strike that from the 
resolution which was inserted upon a contest so 
close as to require a casting vote for the decision. 
Did this word stand disconnected with or unquali- 
fied by, the various considerations already alluded to, 
no doubt could be entertained as to its effect. It 
would lead to a thorough and final purgation of the 
polls, and would delay a report to that period, to 
which it was well known to the house that the 
committee had postponed a decision upon the ques- 
tion of ulfimate right. 

There is but one other basis left, and that is the 
prima facie case upon the returns of the local offi- 
cers of the several polls; and the nature of the con- 
troversy taken into consideration, it can scarcely 
be doubted that to this basis the resolution looked. 

If this conclusion might reasonably have been 
reached in the event of the complete and coeval 
success of the motions to strike out and insert, how 
much more easily is it attained when the resolution 
is found armed withthe pungent word “forthwith,” 
quickening the action of the committee, and declar- 
ing opposition to the long delay which had been 
found inseparable from a thorough investigation 
into the legality of votes. 

If therefore, the word “lawful,” surrounded as it 
is by every thing which negatives the idea of a 
mere adherence to the original course of the com- 
mittee, can be made to harmonize with the context 
of the resolution, and the circumstances under 
which it was adopted by every sound rule of con- 
struction, that end should rather be attained by 
limiting the meaning of that word, than by bending 
the reason and language of all the rest (if that were 
possible) to its strangest and amplest signification. 

The committee are therefore of opinion that they 
correctly construe that word with the context, when 





they limit its signification to that prima facie law- 
fulness of votes which arises upon their reception 
at polls, held in conformity with law; and in thus 
limiting its signification they feel themselves sus- 
tained by the general language and spirit of the 
resolution and by the situation of the case itself. 

The committee are confirmed in this construc- 
tion, and the course consequent thereon, by the 
consideration that any judgment looking beyond 
the face of the polls which they might base upon 
the inconclusive testimony in their possession, 
would be unsatisfactory to the house, unjust to the 
parties, and calculated to produce erroneous eon- 
clusions in relation to the mass of facts which ap- 
pear to be verified by the oaths of voters, but which 
either because the extra judicial administration of 
the oaths, or the want of due notice to the opposite 
parties have been rejected as not sufficiently pro- 
ven. Itis proper, however, to state, that should 
all the votes proved to be illegal by competent tes- 
timony, be deducted from those who received the 
greatest number at the polls which appear to have 
been held in conformity with law, the result would 
not affect the right of any candidate toa seat. 

With this explanation, which they have consi- 
dered due to the house and to themselves, the com- 
mittee will now proceed toexamine the allegations 
against the validity of certain township elections, as 
far as such an examination can be made upon the 
testimony in their possession. 

Upon this branch of the case, the claimants hold- 
ing the governor’s commissions, claim— 

Ist. That, apart from their not being received in 
time to be counted according to law, the votes of 
Millville should be set aside for the fraudulent and 
illegal conduct of the officers of election, in pro- 
claiming their intention to receive the votes of 
aliens, and in receiving a large number of such 
knowingly, and in violation of the laws of the state. 

Without inquiring into the effect of these charges, 
if they were substantiated by competent and satis- 
factory testimony, it is sufficient to state that they 
are unsupported by any testimony in the possession 
of the committee. 

2d. They allege that, apart from all defects and 
irregularities in the return, the votes of South Am- 
boy should be set aside, because one of the officers 
of election duly chosen, was unlawfully prevented 
from acting, and another substituted in his place, 
who acted and signed the list, &c.; and because the 
board, thus unlawfully constituted, received a large 
number of alien votes, contrary to law. 

In support of these allegations, numerous depo- 
sitions have been produced, but without express- 
ing an opinion, whether, if satisfactorily proved, 
they would constitute sufficient evidence of fraud to 
set aside the votes of this township: it is only ne- 
cessary to state that the evidence was taken ex 
parte, without sufficient notice, and has been re- 
jected by the committee as incompetent to be con- 
sidered in this case. 

3. It is further claimed, that the poll held at Sad- 
dle River, in Bergen county, should be set aside; 
because at least eight votes given for them were 
fradulently abstracted from the ballot box, and as 
many for their opponents frudulently substituted; 
because in making out the list of votes in said 
township, at least eight votes less than were given 
for them were counted in their favor, and at least 
as many were counted for their opponents, more 
than they received, and because the list of votes in 
said township bears upon its face evidence of mis- 
take or fraud. 

In support of these charges, the depositions of 
numerous voters have been submitted; but being 
taken ex parte, and without sufficient notice, they 
have been rejected by the committee, as incompe- 
tent testimony. 

It is also claimed that the polls held at the town- 
ships of Newton, Hardeston and Vernon, in Sussex 
county, be set aside, for reasons that will more fully 
appear by reference to the documeut marked A, ac- 
companying thisreport. But there is no competent 
evidence before the committee in support of the al- 
legations. 

Having thus disposed, for the present, of the va- 
rious objections to the validity of the elections held 
at the several townships claimed to be set aside, the 
committee will now proceed to ascertain “which 
five of the ten claimants received the greatest num- 
ber of lawful votes,”’ at the last congressional elec- 
tion in New Jersey, according to the several returns 
purporting upon their face to be made by officers 
duly authorised to act. 

The committee take as the basis of their calcula- 
tion the statement upon which the governor and pri- 
vy council of New Jersey made their decision, and, 
which is found in the minutes of the proceedings of 
the governor and privy council. 

From this statement it appears that the total of 
votes for each of the ten ciaimants is as follows: 
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For Philemon Dickerson, 27,951 
Peter D. Vroom, 27,990 
Daniel B. Ryall, 27,939 
William R. Cooper, 27,954 
Joseph Kille, 27,924 
John B. Aycrigg, 28,050 
John P. B. Maxwell, 28,239 
William Halsted, 28,192 
Charles C. Stratton, 28,252 
Thomas Jones Yorke, 28,177 
Philemon Dickinson, 3 
John B. Acrigg, 1 


In this statement, as it appears to the satisfaction 
of the committee, and has not been denied, or the 
contrary pretended, the votes received at the town- 
ships of Millville and South Amboy are not includ- 
ed. 

The state of those polls is exhibited by the docu- 
ments (marked C and D) accompanying this report, 
whereby it appears that the total of the two town- 
ships, for each of the ten claimants, was és follows: 


For Philemon Dickerson, 502 
Peter D. Vroom, 502 
Daniel B. Ryall, 502 
William ‘R. Cooper, 501 
Joseph Kille, 502 
John B. Acrigg, 144 
John P. B. Maxwell, 144 
William Halsted, 145 
Charles C. Stratton, 144 
Thomas Jones Yorke, 144 


These votes being added respectfully to those set 
forth in the documents marked B, already referred 
to as the basis of the governor’s commissions, the 
following results are exhibited, to wit: 

For PHrtemMon DICKERSON, 
Votes counted by the governor and privy council 





27,951 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 502 
Total for Philemon Dickerson 28,453 


For Pretrer D. Vroom, 
Votes counted by the governor and privy council 





27,990 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 502 
Total for Peter D. Vroom 28,490 


For Danie B. RYALL, 
Votes counted by the governor and privy council 


27,939 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 502 
Total for Daniel B. Ryall, 28,441 


For Wixiiram R. Cooper, 
Votes counted by the governor and privy council 





27,954 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 501 
Total for William R. Cooper 28,455 


For Josgepu KILie, 
Votes counted by the governor and privy council 


27,924 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 502 
Total for Joseph Kille 28,426 


For Joun B. Aycriae, 
Votes counted by the governor and privy council 


28,150 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 144 
Total for John B. Aycrigg 28,294 


For Joun P. B. MAxweE Lt, 
Votes counted by the governor and privy council 





28,239 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 144 
Total for John P. B. Maxwell 28,383 


For Wrii1amM HALSTED, 
Votes counted by the governor and privy council 





28,192 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 145 
Total for William Halsted 28,337 


For Cuar.es C, Stratton, 
Votes counted by the governor and privy council 


28,252 
Votes of Miilville and South Amboy 144 
Total for Charles C. Stratton, 28,296 


For Tuomas Jones YorRKE, 
Votes counted by the governor and privy council 





28,177 
Votes of Millville and South Amboy 144 
Total for Thomas Jones Yorke 28,321 


It will be observed that the foregoing statement 
does not include as votes for Philemon Dickerson 
the three votes stated in the document marked B, 
as having been given to Philemon Dickinson, and 
which, if added to the votes for Philemon Dicker- 





son, would make a total of 28,456. 
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. The addition of the one vote stated in like man- 
ner as having been given for John B. Acrigg, to 
the vetes for John B. Aycrigg would make a total 
of 28,295. 

Thus it appears that, prima facie, upon the evi- 
dence in the possession of the committee, Philemon 
Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Daniel B. Ryall, Wil- 
liam R. Cooper and Joseph Kille, are the “five of 
the ten individuals claiming seats from the state of 
New Jersey, (who) received the greatest number 
of lawful votes from the whole state for representa- 
tives in the congress of the United States, at the 
election of 1838, in said state.” 


REPORT OF THE MINORITY. 
; TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

We desire to call the attention of the whole coun- 
try to the statement herewith exhibited, as a report 
prepared and presented to the house of representa- 
tives, by the minority of the committee on elections, 
to which was referred the contested election from 
the state of New Jersey; and we especially desire 
to call their attention to the novel, extraordinary 
and appalling circumstances, which have driven us 
to the necessity of thus appealing to our fellow 
citizens, from one end of the union to the other; 
and we do it with the confident assurance, that they 
will give to the subject that careful and unpreju- 
ciced consideration which its importance demands, 
and their own future safety and interests, imperi- 
ously require; that they will unite with us in the 
belief, which in the honest sincerity of our hearts 
we entertain, that the governinent under which we 
live, must soon become worse than a ‘Turkish des- 
potism, unless the people in the majesty of their 
strength, shall arise and rebuke the perpetrators of 
the outrage which has been committed on the con- 
stitution of the United States, the laws of one of 
the sovereign states of this union, and the rights 
of the great body of the people themselves, 

We will not enter into a minute detail of the 
means by which five of the representatives of the 
state of New Jersey, furnishing the highest evidence 
known to the laws of that state, that they had been 
regularly and constitutionally elected, were driven 
from their seats, previous to any investigation what- 
ever, and denied all right to participate in the or- 

anization and proceedings of the house, and much 
_ will we undertake here, to pronounce upon the 
motives which led to this unparalleled proceeding. 

We wish to take up this subject at another point, 
and let the country know what are the circum- 
stances under which five other gentlemen from the 
state of New Jersey have been voted into seats in 
the house of representatives, who have presented no 
return, no credential, no commission: and this done 
when the members holding the commissions of the 
governor of that state, under the seal of that com- 
monwealth, were at home by leave of the commit- 
tee, taking depositions to prove—what they had at 
all times averred they could prove—that they had 
received a majority of the /awful votes given at the 

olls. 

' The proceedings of the committee having charge 
of this subject, will be seen by reference to the re- 
port below, up to the time that the report of the 
majority of the committee was presented, and we 
now proceed to give a statement of what has since 
transpired. 

But it must be remarked in advance that the com- 
mittee, having determined that if an investigation 
was to be prosecuted behind the commissions of the 
governor, every principle of equity and fairness re- 

uired that there should be a thorough search into 
the legultty of the votes given for each party, and 
finding that there was no sufficient testimony before 
them by which it could be ascertained for whom a 
majority of the qualified voters of New Jersey had 
cast their votes, such time was granted as the par- 
ties. themselves deemed requisite to enable them to 
take such testimony as they might think advisable 
to establish their respective claiins, and that accord- 
ingly the parties severally left Washington for the 
state of New Jersey, where they now are engaged 
in the prosecution of this work. 

During their absence and shortly after their de- 
parture from the city (no complaint and no applica- 
tion coming from them to the house), the chairman 
of the committee submitted a proposition to have 
the documents relating to the contested seats printed 
for the use of the committee. This furnished a pre- 
text fur the introduction of another proposition, that 
the committee should be instructed to report forth- 
with which of the parties had received a majority of 
all the votes given at the election, Afler long de- 
bate, this was so modified as to require them to re- 
port upon the lawful votes, which expressly, as a 
inaiter of course, excluded all unlawful votes. 

The subject went to the committee with a pre- 
cipitation which we deem in a high degree excep- 
tionable. The majority of the committee adopted a 








resolution directing all the votes given to be report- 
ed as lawful, under a most extraordinary mental de- 
jusion that the instructions required it, because the 
committee were required to report forthwith. All 
efforts to have the testimony then before them exa- 
inined were successfully resisted—reasonable time 
to the minority to report these and other facts to the 
house, denied. The report was prepared, presented 
and received, without delay, the title to which is 
well adapted to create the impression that the votes 
reported were all lawful votes, while the body of the 
report itself (which few comparatively of those who 
see the title will read) labors to excuse the commit- 
tee for not ascertaining whether the votes were 
lawful or unlawful—a member of the minority of 
the committee attempted to explain the facts to the 
house—the speaker decided that he was entitled to 
the floor—the majority of the house overruled the 
decision of the chair, and refused him the privilege 
of speaking—the previous question demanded, all 
debate stifled—in the mean time, a counter-report 
is prepared and offered to the house—they refused 
to receive it, and proceeded at once, wholly igno- 
rant of what the testimony established, with a mad- 
ness and blindness belonging to desperation only, 
to vote by the entire strength of their party, that the 
non-commissioned members had received a majority 
of lawful votes, and were, therefore, duly elected, 
and entitled to occupy their seats as the representa- 
tives of the state cf New Jersey; amd while the pub- 
lic funds are to. be freely used for the distribution of 
the report of the five administration members of 
the committee, private means are to be resorted to, 
to distribute the report of the four minority members. 

It is a circumstance, not the least remarkable in 
this extraordinary case, that the individual members 
of the majority, refused to recognise, or adopt the 
reasoning of the report, but were entirely satisfied 
with the conclusions drawn from it, while the author 
of the report was equally well satisfied with his own 
reasoning, but could not adopt the conclusions, as 
evinced by his refusal to vote for the resolution 
based upon il, though present at the time. 

For every fact here stated, we pledge ourselves 
to produce the proof whenever called on, either be- 
fore the house or the country; they are facts on 
record, to be found on the journals of the committee 
and of the house. 

And now, we ask by whom these five gentlemen 
have been elected? By the people of New Jersey, 
or by the friends of the administration in congress? 
And have we said too much in characterising this 

roceeding as novel, extraordinary and appalling?— 

ave we done more or less than our duty as citizens 
of this republic, and as representatives of the people, 
in thus calling your attention emphatically to this 
subject; in warning you of your danger, and in as- 
serting the necessity of an immediate interposition 
of the majesty of the people, at the ballot boxes, to 
correct such monstrous abuses in future. 

It has been said, and was generally understood, 


that the party in power, had, in secret caucus, re-. 


solved on the necessity of admitting the administra- 
tion claimants, to carry through some of the odious 
schemes of the present administration; still we 
hoped that before they struck the final blow, they 
might be induced to listen to reason and to justice. 
We appealed, but we appealed in vain—their reso- 
lution was as determined as it was unjust; they voted 
and succeeded, and that by a boasted majority of 
thirty. 

ae was that majority obtained? Only because 
some of the members regarding the outrage as highly 
gross and violent, refused to vote, or contribute to 
the formation of a quorum, for the adoption of a re- 
port and resolution not founded. as we all conceived, 
on the testimony of the case, and not warranted or 
justified by any consideration whatever. 

A noble subject for boasting, truly. Let them 
make the most of it. It is matter of pride to us, 
that we, at least, resisted it, and resisted to the last. 

We feel that we have discharged our duty; if you 
are too indifferent to your own liberties, to discharge 
yours, be it so—the consequences must fall partially 
on yourselves, bul mainly on your posterity: but as 
citizens of this republic, we tell you we are mourn- 
fully apprehensive for the future, and that you may 
not think we are too grave and too solemn, on this 
vitally important question, we beg leave respectfully 
to invite your aftention to proceedings in several of 
the state legislatures, particularly those of New Jer- 
sey, Massachusetts, New York and Virginia, and to 
the special inessage of the executive of the last men- 
tioned commonwealth, and if all this does not arouse 
you to the importance of this subject, all further ef- 
fort on our part will be vain. 

But we will not permit ourselves to indulge in 
any apprehensions—we are not yet old enough—we 
have not yet come to that pass when those who are 
clothed with power for the protection of our liber- 





ties, can be sustained in such an encroachment on 











the rights of the people, either for the urpose of 
propitiating executive favor on the one faa, or of 
perpetuating political power on the other. 

We respectfully ask that our report, which those 
who should have acted upon it, have refused to ye- 
ceive (the first instance of the kind as be believe, 
that has occurred in the government), may meet 
with the calm, temperate and unprejudiced delibe- 
ration to which it is entitled from the importance of 
the question involved. — 

MILLARD FILLMORE, 
JNO. M. BOTTS, 
GEO. W. CRABB, 
TRUMAN SMITH. 
Washington, March 12, 1840. 
THE SUPPRESSED REPORT 
Of the minorily of the committee on elections on the 

New Jersey case; presented to the house of repre- 

sentatives of the congress of the United States, 

March 10, 1840—and contrary to all precedent, 

excluded from the house, (its reception and reading 

being refused, with the previous question pending, 
and all debate cut off), by a party vote in the negative. 

The undersigned, being a minority of the commit- 
tee on elections, to which was referred the New 
Jersey case, not concurring in the reasoning and eon- 
clusions of the report presented to the honse by the 
chairman of that committee, in justice to themselves, 
and (what is of still higher importance ) in justice to 
the state of New Jersey and her representatives, 
beg leave to present to the consideration of the 
house the following report: 

We regret very much that the report above refer- 
red to, should have been presented to the house so 
soon after it was adopted in committee, as to render 
it wholly impracticable for us to submit to the house 
at the same time our own views of the interesting 
and important subject before the committee, in the 
form of a counter report; and we also regret that 
our time and attention have been so much engrossed 
by the proceedings of the house, on this subject, 
since the principal report was submitted by the 
chairman, that we are now necessarily limited to 
such a statement of material facts connected with 
the question before the house, as is indispensable to 
a true understanding of its merils. 

When the subject was first referred to the com- 
mittee, the parties to the contest were severally noti- 
fied that the committee was then ready to receive a 
statement of such facts in writing as they proposed 
to prove, together with any legal points they might 
think proper to submit to sustain their respective 
claims. 

In pursuance of this snggestion, they made to 
the committee written communications, in whieh 
their views of the controversy and the grounds of 
their respective claims were fully developed: and 
which were in substance as follows: The coimmis- 
sioned members claimed the vacant seats under and 
by virtue of the commissions issued by the execu- 
tive of New Jersey; and insisted thatifthe committee 
should determine to go back of those commissions, 
and to inquire into the merits of the election, they 
had a majority of the legal votes polled, and also a 
majority of the votes lawfully certified to the go- 
vernor. 

The non-commissioned claimants admit the au- 
thenticity of the commissions, but alleged that they 
received the greatest number of votes polled; that 
the governor and privy council, unlawfully refused 
to count the votes froin the townships of Millville 
and South Amboy, for the reason that they were not 
included in the certificates of the clerk of the coun- 
ties of Middlesex and Cumberland; and that, had 
the votes of the tewnships been counted, the result 
would have been a majority in their favor. That 
the commissions being thus erroneously and unlaw- 
fully issned, were void. 

The commissioned members alleged numerous 
frauds and illegalities in the election; some of which 
they insisted ought to set aside the polls; and others, 
invalidate the votes; such as excluding duly elected 
persons from officiating as judges of election; the 
determination of electing officers to receive alien 
votes, and, in fact, receiving such votes, knowing 
that they were illegal; disregarding all challenges 
of illegal votes, and permitting persons, attempting 
to challenge, to be driven away by threats and vio- 
lence; and fraudulently abstracting votes given for 
them, and substituting others for their opponents; 
and rejecting legal votes offered for them; and ad- 
mitting illegal votes on the other side; and they also 
submitted to the committee a list showing about 
230 illegal votes given and counted for the noa-com- 
missioned claimants, and three or four legal votes 
offered for the commissioned members and rejected. 
They also alleged that they expected to prove an ex- 
tensive conspiracy among the friends of the opposite 
set of claimants, to perpetrate these frauds and ob- 
tain these illegal votes; that they had taken some 











£45 2ADp RE EARLE EOI. 
. ~~ i a" 


DIOL RE LL POPE net rE 


LA ga Re pr a ea 





ia 





: 
’ ; 


of 
of 


se 
re- 
ve, 
pet 
De ~ 
of 


the 
Te- 
les, 
nt, 
ing 
ng, 
ve. 
it- 
ew 
Dh- 
the 
es, 
to 
es, 


the 


so 
Jer 
ise 
in 
the 
hat 
sed 
ct, 
the 
to 
‘ith 
+ to 


m- 
ati- 


ous 
lich 
ers, 
‘ted 
the 
lien 
‘ing 
ges 
ung 
vi0- 
for 
nts; 
ad- 
also 
yout 
om- 
otes 
ted. 
ex- 
site 
ob- 
ome 








‘er aphiont yf 


ee 


a ae 


PAS ELL elie a 





4 
CAE 


aerate 
eC A ed ae eid Be 





SY PRB RS DRO eR REL ea REI. ‘i 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—MARCH 28, 1840—NEW JERSEY CONTESTED ELECTION. 55 





— 





———— 


evidence to establish said fact, but had bees pre-. 


vented from completing the proofs, because there 
was no law regulating the mode in which the same 
should be obtained, or giving compulsory process to 
compel the attendance of witnesses; and also be- 
cause the friends of the: non-commissioned claim- 
ante had persuaded witnesses not to attend for ex- 
amination; and had prevented officers from taken 
depositions by intimidation and threats of public 

ecution for so doing; and they asked further 
time, and the authority and direction of the com- 
mittee to enable them to compel the taking of their 
testimony. ; 

The non-commissioned claimants denied all know- 
ledge of the alleged frauds and illegal votes; but 
stated that they had heard of some alien votes hav- 
ing been given at Millville, and amitted the fact; 
and also presumed that, alien votes were given in 
other parts of the state; but believed that they were 
as many on the one side as on the other. 

These statements were not completed and laid 
before the committee until the 23d day of January, 
and it was obvious from an examination of thein, 
and of the resolution of the house referring the 
inatter, that the committee must pursue one of two 
courses—that they must either make a preliminary 
report, awarding the vacant seats to one set of 
claimants, until the whole subject should be inves- 
tigated, and the final right determined; or proceed 
to a full and thorough investigation of the subject, 
and decide upon the merits of the whole case at 
once. 

Eight members of the committee out of nine 
were iu favor of submitting a preliminary report, by 
which the vacant seats would have been filled but 
they diifered as to the basis on which that report 
should be founded. We entertained the opinion 
that it should be based on the legal returns of the 
only authority recognised by the laws of New Jer- 
sey as authorised to grant the retuarn—that being the 
highest prima facie evidence of an election that 
could be presented—and which it has ever been the 
practice of congress, and of all other legislative as- 
semblies, to treat as conclusive in the first instance. 
And, accordingly, one of our members submitted the 
following proposition: 

Resoted, That this committee will now proceed 
to ascertain and determine who have the returns ac- 
cording to the constitution of the United States, and 
the Jaws of New Jersey; and will authorise them to 
occupy the contested seats from that state, until the 
question of ultimate right can be determined. 

Other gentlemen of the commit.ee, differing with 
us in opinion, thought that the executive commis- 
sions should be entirely overlooked; and that it was 
the duty of the committee to proceed at once to as- 
certain which party had received a majority of all 
the votes, good and bad, given atthe polls; and were, 
therefore, entitled to the returns—and submitted 
amendments to that effect. 

This view of the subject we deem utterly falla- 
cious; but time will not permit us to enter into the 
argument. The consequences resulting from this 


novel doctrine, are well illustrated by the scenes of 


disorder and confusion which resulted from its ap- 
plication at the present session—scenes in a high 
degree, discreditable to the house, and endangering 
the peace of the conntry, and which must greatly 
impair the confidence of all right thinking people in 
the perpetuity of our free institutions. 

Upon a careful examination of the laws of New 
Jersey, we ascertained that the governor and privy 
council were mere ministerial officers, charged with 
a certain specified duty, plainly set forth, viz: to 
ascertain and determine which six of the persons 
voted for, received the greatest nuiwnber of votes, 
according to the returns made by the clerks of the 
several counties of the state. That the individuals 
whe were commissioned by the governor of New 
Jersey, as the representatives of that state, had_re- 
ceived the greatest number of votes thus returned 
according to law, was a fact not disputed or denied. 

Finding this difference of opinion, however, to 
exist in the committee as to the basis of a report, 
the mover of the original proposition modified the 
same, with the view of reaching the sense of the 
committee; and merely proposed, in general terms, 
that a preliminary report should be made, designat- 
ing the individuals who should occupy the vacant 
seats, until the question of ultimate right could be 
determined: thus manifesting a disposition to have 
the seats filled, as the committee and the house 
might determine, according to their sense of justice 
and propriety. But, from an apprehension, as we 
eee om that they could not succeed in the untena- 

le ground they had taken, that the report should 
be made favorable to those who barely obtained a 
majority of all the votes, legal and illegal, given at 
the election, the modified resolution was likewise 
resisted; and a substitute offered, which proposed to 
inquire who were entitled to be returned as mei- 





bers elect: evidently on the ground of good and baa 
votes; for when it was proposed to insert an amend- 
ment, which would make the case turn on the ma- 
jority of legal votes, such amendment was strenu- 
ously resisted, and carried only by the casting vote 
of the chairman. This resolution, as ultimately 
adopted, was as follows: 

Resolved, That this committee will now proceed 
to ascertain which five of the ten individuals claim- 
ing the five vacant seats from New Jersey, received 
a majority of legal votes, and therefore, are duly 
elected members of the 26th congress, from that 
state, according to the constitution of the United 
States, and the laws of New Jersey. 

Thus it will be perceived that the committee came 
to an early determination to investigate the ballot 
boxes, and ascertain who were entitled to the seats 
on the ground of having received a majority of legal 
votes, in which decision we acquiesced; and, al- 
though our opinions were unchanged ag to the pro- 
priety of the views we had expressed, we determin- 
ed to make no farther effort to procure a result that, 
in our judgments, every principle of justice de- 
manded. 


the United States and the laws of New Jersey, and 
therefore are entitled to occupy, as members of the 
26th congress, the five contested seats from that 
state. 

Resolved, That the adoption of the above resolu- 
tions does not preclude this committee from refut- 
ing the facts and testimony, with its opinion there- 
on for the consideration of the house, at any stage 
of its proceedings that it may deem it expedient to 
do so. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolutions 
be cominunicated te each of the claimants to the va- 
cant seats from New Jersey, and that they be in- 
formed that the committee has reconsidered and inde- 
finitely postponed the resolutions furnished them on 
the 28th instant, and that this committee will hear 
them at their committee room on Saturday, the first 
February proximo, at ten o’clock in the forenoon, on 
the subject of the measures which should be adopted 
to obtain the evidence applicable to the inquiry be- 
fore the committee. 

The parties accordingly met again in the commit- 





tee room, and after they were severally heard, the 


-committee adopted the following resolution: 
We then proceeded to the consideration of another ! 
resolution offered by one of the gentlemen of the | 


«Resolved, That we will now take up the testimo- 
nv which has been referred to this coinmittee in the 


majority, which, as amended and ultimately adopt- ' New Jersey case, with a view of hearing and de- 


ed, is as follows: 

Resolved further, That whilst in the opinion of 
this committee, the certificates of the governor of 
New Jersey are prima facie evidence that those who 
hold: them are entitled to seats, they are not conclu- 
sive evidence as to the ultimate right; and that such 
certificates, being contested, such right must depend 
on the majority of legal votes given in conformity 
with the constitution of the United States and the 
laws of New Jersey. 

On this resolution a division was called for, to 
wit, on the first branch, as follows: 

Resolved further, That whilst in the opinion of 
this committee the certificates of the governor of 
New Jersey are prima facie evidence that those who 
hold them are entitled to their seats, they are not 
conclusive evidence as to the ultimate right. 

And those who have paid much attention to the 
progress of this question, both in the house and the 
country, will perhaps be somewhat amazed to hear 
that this proposition for which alone we had con- 
tended in the house, and the defeat of which had 
caused a sovereign state in this union to be deprived 
of five-sixths of her fepresentation on the floor of 
congress, and had excited the public mind in every 
part of the confederacy, met with the unanimous 
sanction of the committee. 

The resolutions, as adopted, was communicated 
to all the parties engaged in the contest under the 
following resolution: 

‘*Resalved, That the foregoing resolutions be com- 
municated to each of the claimants to the vacant 
seats from the state of New Jersey, and this com- 
mittee will hear them at their committee room on 
the 29th day of January, instant, at 10 o’clock in the 
forenoon, on the subject of the measures which should 
be adopted to obtain the evidence applicable to inqui- 
ry before the committee.” 

Accordingly, on the 29th of January, the parties 
ree before the committee, and there was a like- 
lihood that after fifteen days of time and labor spent 
by the committee before they could arrive at any 
conclusion, we should at once proceed, in pursuance 
of these resolutions, to ascertain which five of the 
ten individuals claiming seats had now a majority 
of legal votes, and were therefore duly elected 
members of congress, when very unexpectedly to 
the undersigned, the chairman of the committee 
moved a reconsideration of these resolutions, with 
a view to offer substitutes. ‘They were reconsider- 
ed accordingly, again discussed, and laid on the table, 
and the chairman introduced substitutes which were 
amended, modified and discussed, and were finally 
adopted after two days of additional labor, and are 
as follows: 

Rosolved, That the credentials of the governor of 
New Jersey are prima facie evidence that they who 
hold them are entitled to seats, but being questioned 
on the ground that all the votes polled were not 
counted, this committee will now proceed to inquire 
and ascertain who of the ten claimants for the five 
contested seats received the greatest number of votes 
polled in conformity with the laws of New Jersey, 
at the late election for members of congressin that 
state. 

Resolved, That all votes received by authorised 
officers acting in conformity with the laws are prima 
facie legal: but it being alleged and offered to be 
sustained by evidence, that pluralities were obtain- 
ed by means of il/egal votes and frands perpetrated 
on the ballot box, this committee will admit evidence 
as to the truth of these allegations, and inquire who 
of the claimants received the greatest number of 
legal votes in conformity with the constitution of 


ciding upon its competency only; leaving its sufficten- 
cy to be determined when the testimony is finally 
closed by order of the committee; and if, durin 
the investigation of the subject, it shall be desirec 
by either party to furnish additional testimony, that 
then the parties be allowed such reasonable time as 
may be determined by the committee, to take such 
additional testimony, in the manner prescribed by 
the laws of New Jersey relating to contested elec- 
tions, unless the parties agree upon some other mode 
which may be sanctioned by the committee.” 

Thus, it will be perceived, that before a paper pur- 
porting to be testimony in this case, was opened 
by the committee, it was resolved to decide upon its 
competency alone; and it was further resolyed, that 
time should be allowed either party requiring it, to 
take additional testimony, with a view, as. we sup- 
posed, of ascertaining the whole truth, touching the 
merits of the election. 

This resolution, the committee adopted, without 
knowing how it would affect the interests of either 
party, or which should be the first to ask for time; 
for it depended on what portion of the testimony 
might be received, and what rejected on either 
side. 

In pursuance thereof, the committee proceeded 
to hear objections and arguments on the competen- 
cy of the evidence. Most of the testimony on the 
part of the non-commissioned claimants, consisted 
of certificates and sworn copies of papers, the affi- 
davits appended to which were ex parte and taken 
without notice. And most of that adduced by the 
commissioned claimants, besides their commissions, 
consisted of despositions taken before state officers 
in New Jersey, upon notice to the opposite party . 
Numerous objections were taken to the competency 
of this evidence, but the undersigned felt no embar- 
rassment in respect to any of them except that which 
raised an inquiry as to the suffictency of the notice of 
taking the despositions, there being no law of con- 
gress or of the state, applicable to this case, direct- 
ing the mode of taking evidence, the committee ex- 
perienced great difficulty in finding any rule that 
would do justice to allconcerned. Theusage.of the 
house for many years, had sanctioned the practice 
of receiving depositions, in cases of contested elec- 
tion, taken on reasonable notice; but had not settled 
what was reasonable notice. The commissioned 
inembers indicated a willingness that, inasmuch as 
they were to return to New Jersey to obtain addition- 
al proofs, the committee should reject all testimony 
in respect to which there was much doubt; to the end 
that they might retake the evidence, and place the 
matter beyond dispute. 

It is proper to state, that this suggestion, made from 
motive of prudence, avowedly influenced the action 
of one of the undersigned, who voted for the exclu- 
sion of testimony which he would not have hesitated 
to receive, if compelled to proceed at once and dis- 
pose of the case on its inerits. The chairman seem- 
ed disposed to take a liberal view of the subject, and 
to adinit nearly the whole of the evidence on both 
sides; treating what we deemed objections to coim- 
petency as mere objections to the sufficiency of the 





proofs;—the effect of which was, with the aid of the 
other four members concurring in the report already 
subinitted, to let in much the most important part of 
of the testimony adduced by the non-commissioned 
claimants, though taken ex parte and without notice. 
But when the testimony on the other side came un- 
der consideration, the same four members voted 
against its competency, though taken on notices, in 
some instances at least, ample and abundant; and it 
‘so happened that in consequence of the doubts of 
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one of the undersigned, and the influence of a wish 
which he indulged to have the case cleared of all 
embarrassment, by re-taking the evidence, much the 
most important part of the proofoffered by the com- 
missioned claimants was rejected, and the Pes 
before the committee was left in a very confused, 
imperfect and chaotic state, and in such a condition 
as to renderit, in the judgment of the undersigned, 
in a high degree unjust to make it the basis of the ac- 
tion either in the committee or the house, for any 
purpose whatever. ; 

When the committee had thus disposed of the 
questions of competency arising on the evidence be- 
fore it, the commissioned members again renewed 
their application for further time, to finish taking 
their testimony; and again verbally stated to the 
committee the various difficulties which had pre- 
vented the completion of their proofs before the ses- 
sion of congress. And this statement not being 
denied by the non-commissioned claimants, the com- 
mittee, in consideration of those difficulties, and also 
in reference to the fact that such of the testimony 
adduced had seen rejected in the manner above stated, 
deemed the request reasonable, and determined to 
grant it; and both parties being decidedly of the 
opinion that the testimony could not be taken before 
the second Monday of April next, the committee 
adopted a preamble and resolution as follows: 

Whereas, the people of the state of New Jersey 
are at present deprived of five-sixths of the repre- 
sentation in the house of representatives, and it be- 
ing highly expedient that the decision of the question 
between the several claimants to the five contested 
seats in the house aforesaid, be made as speedy as 
practicable, consistent with a due investigation and 
deliberation, and J. B. Aycrigg, William Halsted and 
others, having made application to the committee, 
jor time to take further evidence, to maintain their 
right to seats in said house, and the contestors hav- 
ing alleged that, if the committee go into an inves- 
tigation of the question of who received the plurali- 
ty of legal votes, they desire time also to take testi- 
mony: . 

Therefore, resolved, ‘That the chairman be requir- 
ei to notify the several claimants aforesaid, that 
this committee will not proceed toa final decision 
of the question of ultimate right depending before 
them, until the second Monday in April next, at 
which time the committee will report, the proofs to 
be closed, and will not receive any testimony taken 
by either of the parties after that time, but nothing 
in this resolution shall prevent the committee at any 
time before that day from taking up and deciding 
said case, if the parties shall declare themselves rea- 
dy with all their testimony. } 

In justice to the chairman of the committee, it 
should be stated, that he indicated to the committee 
an anxious wish that the time allowed for the com- 
pletion of the proofs, snould be abbreviated, with a 
view to bring the case, upon its merits, before the 
house, at as early a day as practicable; and three of 
the undersigned, in deference to the opinions and 
feelings of the chairman, co-operated with him in an 
effort to procure a reconsideration of the above reso- 
lution, which was defeated by the votes of the other 
members of the coimnmittee. 

Nothing now remained to be done but to carry 
out the original plan as exhibited in the said resolu- 
tions; and accordingly the following resolution was 
offered by one of the undersigned, and adopted by 
the committee. 

‘«‘Resolved, That the parties to the contested elec- 
tion for the state of New Jersey be, and they are 
hereby, authorised to take the testimony of such 
witnesses as either of thein may desire to examine, 
vy dispositions in conformity with the laws of that 
state in force at the time of taking any such testi- 
mony, on the subject of contested elections in simi- 
lar cases; provided, that the parties may by any 
agreement under their hands regulate the mode of 
giving notice, and other matters of form at their dis- 
cretion.” 

Soon after the adoption of these resolutions, the 
commissioned members left the city for the state of 
New Jersey, to finish taking their evidence, where 
they stillremain. Wedid not anticipate nor had 
we an intimation from any quarter, that further pro- 
ceedings in the case were contemplated, eitherin the 
committee or the house, until the expiration of the 
time allowed the parties to complete their evidence; 
nor are we willing to believe that the house would 
have adopted the resolution of the 28th of February, 
if it had known the situation of the case before the 
committee, or anticipated the construction which the 
committee would put on the resolution. 

Nothing is more abhorent to a well regulated mind, 
than the appearance of deception or treachery in the 
administration of justice. We will not, for the ho- 
nor of our country, believe that the highest delibera- 
tive assembly in the land, acting as a judicial tribu- 
nal, and deciding, not only upon the rights of indi- 








viduals, but also upon the rights of one of the sove- 
reign states of the union, will, fora moment, after 
these parties have been sent away in confident securi- 
ty that they were to have time to take their evidence, 
entertain the idea of taking up the case in their ab- 
sence, and deciding it without a hearing, and with 
the proofs on one side wholly incomplete. Such a 
procedure would be an example of injustice and per- 
fidy so flagrant, and establish a precedent so perni- 
cious, that it would hardlv be respectful to this ho- 
norable body to give it a further examination. 

At this stage of the proceedings (the parties hav- 
ing returned to New Jersey to complete their testi- 
mony), the subject was again brought before the 
house, ard a strenuous effort made to instruct the 
cominittee to report forthwith who had received a 
majority of the votes given at the polls; and, on a 
proposition to amend the resolution by inserting the 
word “lawful,” so as to require the committee to re- 
port the lawful votes only, a long, earnest and, to 
some extent, an angry debate arose; and by the cast- 
ing vote of the speaker, the amendment was adopted; 
and the resolution was sent to the committee in the 
follo wing form: 

“Resolved, That the committee of elections be au- 
thorised to report to this house such papers and such 
of their proceedings as they may desire to have 
printed by order of the house, and that they be in- 
structed also (to report forthwith, which five of the 
ten individuais, claiming seats from the state of 
New Jersey, received the greatest number of lawful 
votes from the whole state for representatives in 
congress of the United States, at the election of 
1838, in said state, with all the evidence of the fact 
in their possession): provided, that nothing herein 
contained shall be so constructed as to prevent or de- 
lay the action of said committee in taking testimony 
and deciding the said case upon the merits of the 
election.” 

A majority of the committee, paying no regard to 
absolute instructions of the house, to report the law- 
ful votes, decided that the introduction of the word 
“lawful” did not affect the original meaning of the 
proposition, and that the resistance it had encounter- 
ed in the house from four of their own members 
had no object in it but a perverse and obstinate de- 
termination on their part to oppose a perfectly harm- 
less amendment; and they proceeded at once with- 
out deigning to go into an examination of the testi- 
mony before them, to make areport on the whole 
number of votes given at the polls, lawful and un- 
lawful, the men, and the boys, the aliens and the 
citizens, without discrimination, and without stop- 
ping to inquire whether the elections were held in 
the manner prescribed by law, when they knew that 
allegations had been made and partially established 
that all these matters would be proven, and many of 
them, perhaps enough, already proven by the testi- 
mony then before them, to change the result, at least 
in part, if they would have opened and examined it. 
But this the committee conclude, and labor through- 
out their report to prove, they were not authorised 
to do, because they were directed to report forthwith 
on the lawful votes, and that the effect of that om- 
nipotent and “‘pungent word forthwith,’’ neutralized 
and nullified the word lawful, and rendered it per- 
fectly nngatory; and that being required to report 
forthwith the lawful votes they were of necessity 
compelled to regard all unlawful votes as lawful 
votes, and that, that was what the house intended 
when by a vote of 97 to 96 they determined to in- 
sert it. 

Why, then, did these gentlemen themselves resist 
its introduction? It was precisely what they de- 
sired! It was exactly what they had struggled for 
in committee, and why did they not put the same 
construction on their own act in committee, when 
by the casting vote of the chairman it was then de- 
cided to insert the word legal under the same circum- 
stances. Why did they notthen proceed to ascertain 
whu had received a majority of illegal as well as legal 
votes, and report that fact to the house? Only, we 
suppose, because that ‘pungent word forthwith” was 
omitted. 

This branch of the report, we confess, we feel 
much difficulty in preparing, from an indisposition 
to say any thing that might bear the appearance of a 
want of a proper deference for the opinions of our 
colleagues; and yet, we have so little respect for the 
reasoning contained in that report, that we scarcely 
know how to characterize or treat it. We do not 
mean to impeach their motives or their intelligence, 
but, at the same time, we are impelled to speak of 
it as the most extraordinary document that has ever 
come under our observation. Let us compare the 
resolution of the house with the report of the com- 
mittee, and ascertain whether the instructions there- 
in contained have been obeyed or disregarded. 

By that resolution the committee are instructed to 
report forthwith, which five of the ten individuals 
claiming seats from the state of New Jersey, re- 


ceived the greatest number of lawful votes, from the 
whole state, for representatives in the congress of 
the United States, at the election of 1838 in said 
state, with all the evidence of that fact in their pos- 
session: ‘Provided, that nothing herein contained, 
shall be so constructed as to prevent or delay the 
action of the committee in taking testimony, or de- 
ciding the said case upon the merits of the elec- 
tion.”? How has this position and absolute instruc- 
tion been fulfilled? Was there a member of the 
body that did not feel and believe, on the introduc- 
tion of the word lawful, that was so strenuously re- 
sisted, that the whole objects of the mover of the 
original resolution and his friends, had been defeat- 
ed? Was there a member of the house who antici- 
pated that within a few days from that time, without 
the examination of testimony, the committee would 
report that all the votes given at the election were 
lawful votes, because they were enjoined to report 
forthwith, when they were expressly required to re- 
port who received the greatest number of lawful 
votes only from the whole state; and if there was 
no testimony before the committee to enable them to 
report forthwith, what they were required to report. 
Why did they not state that fact to the house? Why 
did they not report, that the testimony is incomplete, 
and the parties to the contest are now, by order of 
the cornmittee, at home, taking evidence to estab- 
lish what you have instructed us to report? Why 
did they not give to that pungent word “forthwith,” 
its plain, common sense meaning, as soon as practi- 
cable, without unnecessary delay? But, instead of 
that, it is made to control the whole resolution.— 
What says the report: aie 

«When the proposition to instruct was originally 
introduced as an amendment to the application with 
which the committee had come before the house, its 
intent was clear that a report should be immediately 
made of the names of those who had received the 
greatest number of votes at the last congressional 
election in New Jersey. If any thing more was 
wanting to explain the meaning of this proposition, 
it is to be found in the proviso which was added, and 
which clearly indicated that the action which the 
house was moved to demand, did not contemplate 
an interference with the course adopted by the com- 
mittee for the ‘taking of testimony, and deciding the 
case upon the merits of the election.” 

And, yet, when the resolution is so altered as to 
require the committee to report upon the lawful votes 
lonly, it means precisely what was intended before 
the amendment was adopted. Such a course of rea- 
soning, we take for granted, cannot be satisfactory, 
either to the house or the country. 

The report proceeds tosay: _ 

«At the same time, the committee cannot entirely 
(mark the word) entirely overlook the word Jawful 
or strike that from the resolution, which was insert- 
ed upon a contest so close, as to require a casting 
vote for its decision;” which casting vote may as 
well be ascribed to the chairman of the committee, 
as to the speaker of the house, for one vote counted 
as much as the other; and one would respectfully in- 
quire whether the honorable chairman, himself, who 
drafted that report, attached no importance to the 
insertion of the word lawful, at the time he voted 
for it. 

The report goes on. 1 

“There is but one other basis left, and that is the 
prima facie case upon the returns of the locai offi- 
cers of the several polls; and the nature of the con- 
troversy taken into consideration, it can scarcely be 
doubted that to this basis the resolution looked.” 

But, the very subject of the controversy before the 
house, was, whether the resolution should look to 
that basis or not—whether it should look to the 
whole vote, or the lawful votes only; and it had been 
decided by the casting vote referred to, that it should 
look to the lawful vote only; and not to the whole 
vote given, as originally proposed by the resolution, 
and while the committee “cannot entirely overlook 
the word lawtul,” or strike it from the resolution, 
they find no difficulty in disregarding its plain im- 
port and meaning, and they report the very matter 
they were instructed, by the house, not to report, 
and this not from a desire to make such a report, 
(because five members of that committee had con- 
stantly refused to make a report based upon any 
such principle), but in strict obedience to the in- 
structions of the house. But, in addition to this 
“pungent word, forthwith,” itis said “the proviso 
qualified the meaning of the word lawful. Now, the 
construction that we give to the proviso, is, that it 
qualifies this word, “forthwith,” and was intended 
as a qualification of that word, when first introduc- 
ed.—That is to say, that whilst you are required to 
report, forthwith, which five of these ten gentlemen 
received the greatest number of votes from the 
whole state, nothing herein contained shall be so 
constructed as to prevent, or delay the action of 
the committee in taking testimony, or deciding said 
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ease upon the merits of the election. It appears 
to us that there can be but one opinion on this sub- 
ject, that the proviso was intended as a qualifica- 
tion to the “forthwith” report to be made; and it is 
totally in comprehensible to us, how the minds of the 
committee could have been drawninto the strange 
error, that the proviso was intended to qualify what, 
at the time it was written, constituted no part of the 
resolution. 

The subsequent iatroduction of the word lawful, 


as we conceive, not only does, but was intended to 


qualify, control and explain, the whole resolution; 
it was an explanation ot itself, But the committee, 
have determined that the word forthwith, and the 
proviso, which were intended to be explained, by 
the word lawful, themselves, explain the explana- 
tion, or, in other words, nullifies and renders alto- 
gether nugatory, this most important and all con- 
trolling explanatory amendment. 
There is one view of this subject that is truly sin- 
gular, however, and that is, that in the early part of 
the session, when the same facts were admitted 
before the house that are now reported by the coin- 
mittee, there was not a member of this body pre- 
ared to give the seats to those who received a ina- 
jority of all the votes given, including the bad with 


the good. Why was the case ever referred to the| 


cominittee? The house having refused to recognize 
those persons as members who have the legal com- 
missious, and not venturing at that time to recognize 
those who had no returns, and only claimed that they 
had received a majority of legal and illegal votes, 
the whole matter was referred to a committee for 
investigation under such circumstances as to indicate 
conclusively, that those of this body who were in 
favor of yoing behind the commissions, coutemplated 
an inquiry the most ample and comprehensive. 

To this result the undersigned are led by a review 
of all the circumstances which have attended the 
house on this subject, from the commencement of 
the session, as well as by the flagrant injustice which 
will mark the contrary course, leading, with a haste 
unparalleled, to the decision of a great and impor- 
tant question in the absence of the parties, and con- 
trary to the expectations which they had been au- 
thorised to indulge. 

In order to bring this subject more fully before 
the house, the undersigned deem it proper to state, 
that immediately upon the assembling of the coin- 
mnittee, under the resolution herein examined, the 
majority, without considering the proofs adinitted to 
be competent, the tendency of which was to show 
that unlawful votes had been polled for non-commis- 
sioned claimants, settled “forthwith,” the principles 
upon which the report should be made; and peremp- 
torily instructed the chairman to add the votes of 
Milville and South Amboy, to those counted by the 
governor in privy council; thus resolving the duties 
of the committee into the solution of an arithmetical 
problem of the most simple character. 

But there is an additional and most imposing fact 
which we desire to present for the reconsideration 
of the house, before they decide this important 
question. 

At the moment the committee had the report un- 
der consideration, and before any vote was taken 
thereon, the chairman had in possession a sealed 
package of depositions, addressed to the speaker of 
the house, to the care of the chairman, and endorsed 
“depositions in the New Jersey case,” forwarded 
by the commissioned claimants; and which the ma- 
jority of the committee refused to send to the 
speaker, to the end that the same might be opened, 
and taken into consideration in the decision of the 
question then pending in committee. On examina- 
tion, we find that the saia depositions establish and 
prove illegal votes cast for the non-commissioned 
claimants, which, added to other unlawful votes al- 
ready proven, are sufficient to give one of the com- 
missioned claimants [Mr. Stratton] his seat, on the 
ground of receiving a majority of lawful votes cast 
at the polls. 

The following table will show how many illegal 
votes the commissioned members must prove (it the 
votes of Milville and South Amboy be added) to es- 
tablish their right over their opponents to the vacant 
seats, viz: 

Mr. Stratton 


over Mr. Kille, 39 
Maxwell ss Ryall, 59 
Halsted “ Dickerson, 117 
York ‘s Cooper, 135 


Aycrigg 6 Vrooin, 199 

The proois laid in the first instance before the 
committee, would have established both Messrs. 
Stratton and Maxwell in their seats had the same 
been in all respects competent. 

The injustice of refusing to examine the new de- 
positions is the more apparent from the fact that 
they were taken as substitutes for other depositions 
On the same subject, which had been rejected under 


. Cipcumstances herein before detailed. ‘Their weight 





and effect is greatly enbanced by the fact that the 
contesting party was present, and cross-examined 
the witnesses. 

The undersigned made strenuous efforts to induce 
the majority of the committee to strike out the word 
“lawful” whenever it appears in their report as 
qualifying the word “votes,” so that the language of 
the report might correspond with the principle on 
which it is based, and thus all misapprehension, 
either by the house or the country, be excluded; and 
also to induce the majority to insert a clauge in their 
report to indicate opposition to it in the committee, 
aud to grant us time for the exposition of our views 
through the medium of a counter-report; but their 
efforts proved wholly unavailing. 

We have said enough, we trust, to establish the 
propriety of having the report of the committee re- 
committed; that the instructions given may be litte- 
rally and faithfully obeyed. 

With this statement of facts, to sustain which we 
respectfully ask for the printing of all the documents, 
we leave the case to the house: and if it be contem- 
plated to make a report, submitted under such cir- 
cumstances, the basis of any acfion that will com- 
promise the rights of either of the parties in this 
controversy, we beg leave, as members of the com- 
mittee, as representatives of the people, and in be- 
half of the sovereign states of this union, to protest 
against what we conceive a most indefensible and 
unlawful proceeding. 

MILLARD FILLMORE, 

JNO. M. BOTTS, 

GEO. W. CRABB, 

TRUMAN SMITH. 
Washington, March 10, 1840. 





TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
SENATE. 


March 19. Mr. Tallmadge presented the memo- 
rial of a number of citizens of Oswego, in the state 
of New York, praying the passage of a bankrupt 
law; which was referred to the committee on the 
judiciary. 

Mr. T. gave notice that on some future day he 
would ask leave to bring in a bill establishing a ge- 
neral bankrupt law. 

Mr. Wright presented the memorial of a number 
of citizens of Brooklyn, New York, praying the pas- 
sage of a bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, presented a memoriai 
from a number of citizens of Belmont and Jefferson | 
counties, in Ohio, calling the attention of congress | 
to the universal distress which pervades the coun- 
try, paralizing industry and enterprise, and point- 
ing to the encouragement of silk as one of the re- 
medies likely to aid in mitigating it. 


with a resolution of the senate in relation to the pay- 
inent of the debts and the removal of the Winne- 
bago Indians; which was ordered to be printed, and 
referred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

Mr. Webster presented a inemorial {rom citizens of 
Western Michigan, praying an amendment to the 
pre-emption laws; which was referred to the com- 
mnittee on the public lands. 

Also, a memorial praying the passage of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law; which was referred to the com- 
mitte on the judiciary. 

Also, several memorials on the subject of the abo- 
lition of slavery; the motion to receive which was 
laid on the table. 


Mr. Merrick presented a communication from the 
banks of the District of Columbia, presenting an 
exhibit of their situation and resources; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. Benton presented a document ‘in relation to 
Spanish claims in Missouri; which was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a memorial from inhabitants of Missouri, 
praying for an alteration of the pre-emption Jaws; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Grundy presented a memorial from members 
of the bar in East Tennessee, praying for an addi- 
tional term in each year of the district courtin Ten- 
nessee; which was referred to the committee on the 
judiciary. 

Mr. Wall presented a memorial from cilizens of 
the United States, praying for an increase of dut 
on imported silks; which was referred to the com- 
mittee on finance. 

Mr. Benton presented a document containing a 
sninmary of the proceedings of the British mint for 
the last twenty-one years; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Young presented two petitions for post routes, 
one trom Davenport, Iowa, to Peru, Iil. and another 
from Springfield to Dubuque; which were referred 
to the committee on the post office and post roads. 

Mr. Porter presented a memorial, praying an ap- 
propriation for the improvement of the harbor of 
Port Sheldon; which was referred to the committee 
on commerce. 

Mr. Linn submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing, 
by law, for property destroyed or plundered by preda- 
tory bands of Indians, belonging to Messrs. Myers, 
Reid, Gross and Allen, of Missouri. 

Mr. Webster submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury inform 














Mr. Lumpkin submitted the following motion: 
Resolved, That during the remainder of the present | 


| 


session of congress the daily meetings of the senate | 


the senate what proportion of treasury notes, issued un- 
der the authority of the act of October 12, 1837, and 
subsequent act, hes been paid to public creditors of the 
United States in discharge of their claims, and what 


SEE Aaieenael at, U aleloake. A. TE antl etnantia | proportion has been used for the purpose of raising mo- 
4 , .-s . 


ordered. 


{ney from banks or individuals; together with a state- 


On motion of Mr. Smith. of Indiana. the bill to | ™e™* of the rates of interest borne by the notes of the 


arrange the circuits of the federal courts was taken 
up, and Mr. S. submitted a substitute for the bill; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to pro- 
vide compensation for injuries to property commit- 
ted by marauding Indians; which was read twice, 
and referred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

Mr. Norvell submitted the following motion, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of re-establish- 
ing a military post at Detroit, and of erecting barracks 
and constructing fortifications for the protection of the 
same; for improving the forts Gratiot, Mackinack, the 
Sault St. Marie and Green Bay. 

The following resolution offered by Mr. Southard, 
was adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be directed 
to inform the senate, 1, What are the rank and com- 
mission which lieutenant Charles Wilkes, jr. and lieut. 
William L. Hudson now hold in the naval service of 
the United States; 2, Whether the said officers, or either 
of them, received from the department or otherwise, 
before they left the United States, any other commis- 
sion or authority as naval officers, or in any other, and 
in what respect or character, than as lieutenants in the 
navy; 3, Whether the department has information that 
either, or both, of said officers have, since their depar- 
ture from the United States, assumed and used any 
other, and what, uniform or flag above that of lieuten- 
ant, or lieutenant commanding, and if they have, by 
what right or authority the same has been done. 

The bill to provide for the payment of damage 
sustained by individuals in the wars with the Indian 
tribes since 1830 was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 

After which the senate adjourned. 

March 20. The vice president submitted a com- 


| inunication from the secretary of war, in compliance 


several issues respectively. And that he also inform 
the senate whether the treasury notes bearing interest 
| have been deposited in banks for the purp:se of raising 
a eredit, and to be drawn against by the treasury de- 
partment; and if any such deposites have been made, 
to state the dates and amounts thereof, and the dates 
and sums of the drafts made thereon. 

Mr. Norvell submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
communicate to the senate such information as may be 
in possession of the department on the subject of the 
application of a mineral solution to the preservation of 
timber, called ““Kyanising,” in the report of the bureau 
of the topygraphical engineers, with the eflect, mode of 
application and cost of timber so prepared, particularly 
in reference to the construction of piers, jettees and 
other similar works, as well as for naval structure, 

The resolution ‘submitted yesterday, by Mr. 
Lumpkin, proposing to substitute 11 for 12 as the 
hour of meeting of the senate, being taken up, after 
some remarks froin Messrs. Lumpkin, Hubbard and 
King, it was laid on the table for the present. 

The bill to provide for the payment of damages 
sustained by individuals in the wars with the In- 
dian tribes since 1830, coming up on its third reading, 
Mr. Lumpkin moved to recommit the bill back to 
the committee on claims, with instrntione to strike 
out that clause which required the third auditor to 
report the claims to congress, before they were set- 
tled. 

The recommitment was further advocated by 
Messrs. Lumpkin, Ciny, of Alabaina, and opposed 
by Mr. Wright; and, the question being taken, it 
was decided in the negative—ayes 9, noes 18. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

The senate then went into executive session, and 
afterwards adjourned to Monday. 


March 23. Mr, Clay, of Ky. said he had been 
charged with the presentation of a number ef pe- 
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petitions. The first was from a large number of 
the citizens of New York, asking the passage of a 
uniform bankrupt law. Mr. C, took occasion to 
say that he had been at all times favorable to such 
a measure, and was then ready to support such a 
bill when found suitable in its details for the exi- 
gencies required. 

The second petition was from James Morgan, a 
highly respectable and meritorious individual, ask- 
ing for a pension or some other cumpensation, such 
as inight be deemed just and reasonable. 

The third petition was from 63 citizens of Stark 
county, Ohio. These persons were of that praise- 
worthy class, “hurdfisted” mechanics and agricul- 
turists. The petition was not long, and inasmuch 
as they did not often hear from that valuable por- 
tion of our fellow citizens, he would like the me- 
morial to beread, They speak of the pecuniary 
embarrassments of the country, and show that their 
property is not saleable at any price fur want of 
money; that the produce of the farms and wares of 
the merchant were alike on their hands; that no 
buildings were commenced, and that a great num- 
ber of their valuable mechanics were thrown out of 
employ, through the wide ruin and distress which 
pervaded the land. Mr. C. was aware that the 
objects were notlikely to be acted on; but, out of 
respect to the parties, he would move that it be 
vrinted. [he memorial was then read and ordered 
to be printed]. 

Also, from citizens of Beaver and Mercer coun- 
ties, Pennsylvania, asking that Texas may not be 
admitted into the union. As there was no such 
proposition before the senate, nor likely to be, he 
would inove that the memorial be laid on the table. 

Also, from citizens of the same counties, asking 
that proper measures might be taken for the recoz- 
nition of Hayti. Mr. C. did not know why he had 
been made the organ to present such a petition, but 
it was his oye to get rid of it. Whether the inde- 
pendence of Hayti was recognised or not, some 
ineasures ought to be taken to make that govern- 
ment do justice to our citizens whose property had 
been sequestered by them. He moved that the pe- 
tition be laid on the table. 

Also, resolutions from the legislature of Ken- 
tucky, expressing its dissent to any proposition to 
cede the public lands, or to make any other disposi- 
tion of them that would not result to the benefit of 
the whole United States. 

The following memorials and petitions were also 
presented and appropriately referred. 

By Mr. Wright, a memorial of citizens of Fulton 
county, New York, in favor of a general bankrupt 
law. 

By Mr. Clayton, a memorial of citizens of the 
state of Delaware, praying that this government 
inay unite with other governmentsin causing a sur- 
vey of the isthmus of Darien, to ascertain the prac- 
ticability of cutting a canal across said isthmus; 
and, if found to be so, then to unite with said na- 
tions in carrying the project into effect. 

By Mr. Tappan, a memorial of citizens of Ohio, 
praying for the imposition of a duty on foreign silk. 

Also, the memorial of one hundred and one citi- 
zens of the first ward of the city of Washington, 
principally mechanics and workingmen, asking 
congress to take measures to compel the banks of 
the District to resume specie payments; which was 
Jaid on the table. ie 

By Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the memorial of citi- 
zeus of Harrison county, Ohio, praying for the abo- 
lition of slavery in the District of Coiumbia; the 
motion to receive which was laid on the table. 

By Mr. Calhoun, a memorial of sea captains, tra- 
ders, merchants, and citizens of Georgetown, South 


Carolina, praying for the erection of a lighthouse at | 


that port, 

Mr. Roane, from the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, to which was referred the memorial of the 
United States insurance company and of the insu- 
ranice company of the state of Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing to be indemnified for property seized and se- 
questered by the government of Hayti in 1814, 
asked to be discharged froin its further considera- 
tion; which was agreed to, 

The resolution submitted on Friday by Mr. Wed- 
ster was considered and agreed to. 

The senate then went into the consideration of 
executive business, and afterwards adjourned. 

March 24. Mr. Webster presented a meinorial of 
sundry proprietors and managers of American steam 
vessels, on the impolicy and injustice of certain en- 
actments of the proposed law relating to steam- 
boats; which was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed, ; 

Mr. Preston presented amemorial of Hiram Pow- 
ers, now a resident of the city of Florence, praying 
that works of art execated by Americans in foreign 
countries may be imported free of duty; which was 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 


\ 





Mr. Davis presented a meniorial of inhabitants 
of the town of Sippican, Mass. praying that it may 
be made a port of entry; which was referred to the 
committee on commerce. 

Mr. While presented a memorial and joint reso- 
lution of the general assembly of the state of Indi- 
ana, asking a further appropriation for the con- 
struction of a harbor at Michigan city, which was 
referred to the committee on commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, presented a memorial of 
the legislature of Indiana, praying congress to make 
an appropriation for the completion of the Cum- 
berland road; which was laid on the table and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Fulton from the committee on public lands, 
to which the subject was referred, reported a_ bill 
authorising the inhabitants of section 10 south, 
range 1 east, to lucate a half section of Jand for 
school purposes; which was read and ordered to a 
second reading, 

Mr. Benton submitted a paper in relation to 
drawbacks; which he prefaced with some remarks. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business, and afterwards adjourned. 

March 25. The pice president presented a com- 
munication from the war department, covering a re- 
port from the topographical bureau, showing the 
survey of certain rivers in Wiskonsin. 

Also, from the treasury department, a communi- 
cation in reply to the resolution of Mr. Webster, of 
Monday last, in relation to treasury notes. 

Mr. Porter presented a joint resolution of the le- 
gislature of Michigan, in favor of a general bank- 
rupt law. 

Mr. Young presented a memorial from citizens of 
Illinois, in relation to certain post routes. 

Mr. Phelps, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, made an adverse report on the memorial of the 
levislature of Michigan, asking a rail road from Lake 
Michigan to Mississippi river. 

Mr. Henderson, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the memorial of the legislature 
of Wiskonsin, asking a rail road from Platteville to 
the Mississippi, on Platte river. 

Mr. Norvell introduced a bill fixing the time of 
meeting of the next session of congress on the 2d 
Tuesday in November next. 

On motion of Mr. Sevier, the senate proceeded to 
the consideration of executive business, and remain- 
ed therein until the usual time of adjournment. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, March 19. Mr. Purmenter \aid before 
the house other testimony in relation to the con- 
tested election of Massachusetts; which was refer- 
red to the committee of elections. 

The house resumed the consideration of the un- 
finished business of the morning hour, being the 
resolution heretofore reported by Mr. Campbell, of 
South Carolina, from the committee of elections, to 
print all the testimony in relation to the contested 
election in the state of New Jersey. To which 
resolution an amendment had been heretofore of.- 
fered by Mr. Rice Garland, to print the testimony 
hea Wi since the report of the said commitiee was 
nade. 

Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, who had possession of 
the floor, resumed his remarks in defence of the 
inajority of the committee of elections; and still 
retained the floor when 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, moved for the orders of 
the day, as the morning hour had expired. 

Before the house proceeded to the orders of the 
day, the speaker presented the following communi- 
cation: 

1. A letter from the postmaster general, in com- 
pliance with the resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the 9th inst. relative to the removal of 
the city post office; which was referred to the com- 
mittee on the public buildings. 

2. A letter from the secretary of war, transmit- 
ting the report of the third auditor, in reply to the 
resolution of the house of representatives of the 9th 
inst. in relation to the settlement of the claim for 
horses lost during the late hostilities with the Creek 
and Seminole Indians in Alabama and Florida, by 
the Alabama volunteers: referred to the committee 
on military affairs. 

3. Also, a letter from the secretary of war, trans- 
mitting a report of the commissioner of Indian af- 
fairs, in answer to a resolution of the house of re- 
presentatives of the 24th ultimo, calling upon the 
war department to communicate such information 
as it may be possessed of relative to the causes re- 
quiring troops to guard the payment of annuities 
to Indians on the Des Moines river; referred to the 
committee on Indian affairs. 

4. The memorial of Lemuel Wheelock and others, 
legal voters of the sixth congressional district, 
against the right of Osmyn Baker to a seat in the 


——_— 
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house of representatives: referred to the committie 
of elections. 

5. A letter from the postmaster general, trans- 
mitting a report of allowances made to contractors 
within the year ending the Ist July, 1839, &c.; laid 
on the table, and ordered to be priisted. 

6. Letter from the secretary of the treasury, ‘in 
obedience to a resolution of the house of represen- 
tatives of the 9th instant, transmitting statements of 
moneys invested in the stocks of the several states; 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

7. Letter from the secretary of the navy, in com- 
plianee with the resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the 9th instant, transmitting copies of 
the correspondence on file in the navy department 
between admiral Baudin, of the French navy,‘and 
commodore W. B. Shubrick, of the United States 
navy, at Pensacola, during the month of June last: 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

_8. Depositions in relation to the New Jersey elec- 
tion. 

On motion of Mr. Rice Garland, ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Mr. Chinn gave notice that he would, at a proper 
tite, introduce a bill to abolish the land distriet in 
Louisiana, known as the Greensburg and south- 
eastern district, and to establish a new one, to be 
designated as the district, and for other pur- 
poses. 

The house then resolved itself into committee of 
the whole, (Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, in the chair), 
and took up the billauthorising the issue of treasury 
notes. Mr. Bond addressed the committee for about 
an hour. When Mr. Bond finished, Mr. Vander- 
poel took the floor and spoke until five o’clock in 
support of the bill. 

Mr. Trumbul next obtained the floor, on whose 
notion the committee rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

On motion of Mr. Andrews, the house then ad- 
journed. 

Friday, March 20. The journal having been read, 
Mr. Rives, of Virgiria, moved that it be corrected 
by inserting that he had yesterday moved, when 
certain evidence in the New Jersey case was com- 
municated by the chair, that it be referred to the 
committee of elections; and that thereupon ‘Mr. 
Garland, of Louisiana, had made his motion to lay 
it on the table. The correction was agreed to, and 
made. 

Mr. Campbell, chairman of the committee of 
elections, wished tu modify his resolution (to which 
Mr. R. Garland had moved an amendment for print- 
ing testimony since received) so as to require the 
printing of the report of the committee, and the pa- 
pers accompanying the same. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. C. stated that he had been directed by the 
committee to make two reports, but, to save time, 
he had reduced them to one in the modification now 
proposed. 

Mr. Botts asked Mr. Campbell some question, 
which, owing to his turning entirely away trom the 
reporters, whoily escaped their ear. 

Mr. Campbell said that the modification was a 
matter of little consequence, and as gentlemen seem- 
ed disposed to object, he would relieve them by 
withdrawing it. 

Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, (a member of the ma- 
jority of the committee), resumed the floor in de- 
fence of the report and of the whole course of the 
wajority, in reply to the speech of Mr. Jenifer. He 
continued to speak till near the close of the morn- 
ing hour; and as soon as he concluded bis remarks— 

Mr. Waterson, of ‘Tennessee, moved the previous 
question. 

The question being stated on seconding the mo- 
tion for the previous question— 

a Botts remonstrated, claiming the right of re- 
py. 

Mr. R. Garland said if there was any question 
as to who was in justice entitled to the floor, his 
claim was better than that of any other gentleman, 
since he had moved the amendment on which the 
vote was to be taken. 

Mr. Cambell said that the majority of the com- 
mittee of elections were willing to rest the question 
as it now stood; but, if the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Botis) was desirous to spe@k in reply, he 
hoped he would not be deprived of the opportunity 
of doing so. 

Mr. Fisher, of North Carolina, (a member of the 
majority of the committee), said he bad been very 
desirous of speaking on the question, and had se- 
veral times endeavored to get the floor for that pur- 
pose; but, if gentlemen looked at the nature of the 
debate, they must perceive the impropriety of any 
more members of the majority speaking now upon 
it. The debate was occasioned by an attack upon 
the majority of the committee—upon their conduct, 
if not upon their motives also. They had been ar- 
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done so successfully; and he was entirely willing 
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raigned before the house; and all they had had to 
do was todefend themselves. Thus far they had 


to rest their cause on the speech of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Brown); he considered the 
pleadings on the one part closed; the charges against 
the majority of the committee had been fully and 
satisfactorily answered, and there was no need on 
their part of any more speeches, unless new charges 
should be brought forward. If, however, the gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Botts) was inclined to 
bring new accusation, they were bound to reply; 
until then, he was willing the house shouid take 
any course in the business they might deem best. 

Mr. Stanley said if the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Medill) had nothing to reply to the charge 
which had been brought against him, Mr. S. was 
ready to sustain the previous question. 

Mr. Medill said he desired to know what charge 
had been brought? When he knew what was the 
charge, he should be ready to answer. 

Mr. Botts said he would remove all difficulty, and 
grant the gentlemen all they asked. Pe RE 

Mr. Stanly said, as the gentleman from Ohio did 
not claim to speak, he would himself, renew the 
motion for the previous question; but, aiter a few 
moments conversation, across the house, he conclud- 
ed to withdraw it; whereupon, 

Mr. Botts a member of the minority of the com- 
mittee, took the floor and commenced a speech in 
which he said he shuuld review the entire course 
of the majority both in the house and in the com- 
mittee in relation to the New Jersey case, and pledg- 
ed himself to prove that not a step had been taken 
by them init, from the beginning, that had not been 
mnarked with some outrage. He had spoken but a 
short time, when the chair announced that the morn- 
ing hour had expired. 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, adverting -to the necessity of speedy 
action on the treasury note bill, moved to suspend 
the rules and go inte committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, with a view to resume the con- 
sideration of that bill. 

Mr. Russell contended for the order of the house 
which required that this day and to-morrow be de- 
voted to private bills. 

Mr. Jones demanded the yeas and nays on suspend- 
ing the rules, which resulted as follows: yeas 103, 
nays 72. 

Two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the rules | 
were not suspended, 

The speaker laid before the house a report from 
the secretary of war in obedience to a resolution of 
the house, proposing a plan for the better organiza- 
tion of the militia of the United States. 

The private orders of the day having been an- 
nounced— 

The house resolved itself into committee of the 
whole (Mr. Davee, of Maine, in the chair). 

The committee took up the bill toamend an act 
entitled ‘‘an act to remit duties upon certain goods 
destroyed by fire at the late conflagration in the city 
of New York in December, 1835,” passed July 7, 
1838. 

The bill was opposed by Messrs. Petrikin, Rhett 
and Holleman, and advocated at some length by 
Messrs. Curtis, Hoffmun, W. Thompson, Grinnell 
and Monroe. 

Mr. Petrikin offered an amendment extending the 
provisions of the original act of 1838 to all persons 
in sea port towns, being ports of entry, who had 
sustained losses by fire of goods in unbioken pack- 
ages. 

“The debate was continued by Messrs. Reed, ( Ha- 
bersham in explanation), Underwood, Dawson, Cur- 
tis, Rhett and Parmenter. 

After several propositions for amendment, [the 
as: of which the reporter could not distiuetly 

ear, 

Mr. Rhett moved to strike out the enacting 
clause, which motion was rejected: ayes 58, noes 67. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Petrilin’s 
amendment (given above) and was rejected. 

And the bill was laid aside to be reported. 
_ Mr. Turney moved that when the house adjourn, 
it adjourn to meet on Monday next; on which mo- 
tion the yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, Were: yeas 32, nays 107, so the motion was 
rejected. The house then adjourned. , 

Saturday, March 21. The journal having been 
read—Mr. Weller asked leave to offer the following 
resolution, which was read for information: 

Resolved, ‘Thata select committee of three be appoint- 
ed to ascertain and report whether any officer of this 
house has, during the present session, furnished station- 


ery to any person not entitled by law to the same; also, 
to report the probable value thereof. 


Mr. Chinn said he would move so to amend the 
resolution as to extend the inquiry to members of 


Mr. Dawson objected for reasons which he stated, 
but which, in the confusion of the house, it was iin- 
possible for the reporter to hear. He was under- 
stood to say, however, that he hoped nothing of a 
character so disrespectful to this body would be 
adopted. 

Mr. Weller said that his resolution did not propose 
an examination of the fact whether members of 
congress used more stationery than was necessa- 
ry forthe transaction of their business, for of this 
the members themselves must be the judges; but 
he had understood that some of the officers of 
this house had been in the habit of furnishing 
stationery to letter writers, reporters and others, 
not embraced within the law. Now, he sim- 
ply proposed an examination into the truth of 
this allegation. ‘The gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
Dawson) might think this a ‘trifling’? matter, but 
he was one of those who believed that all abuses of 
this sort should be corrected. He was unwilling 
that the people of this country should be taxed to 
purchase stationery for letter writers and others 
who saw age oe to lounge about the capitol during 
the session of congress. He cared not who the re- 
solution might operate upon, the practice to which 
he adverted was a vigjation of the law, and should 
not be tolerated. 

Mr. Dawson was understood to say that the clerk 
of the house had charge of the stationery, and that 
he (Mr. D.) had so much confidence in that officer 
that he believed he would not suffer an improper 
use to be made of it. Mr. D. objected, therefore, 
to the introduction of the resolution. 

Mr. Craig thereupon moved a suspension of the 
rule to enable Mr. Weller to offer his resolution, and 
asked the yeas and nays; which were refused. _ 

And the question having been taken, the house 
refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. Galbraith gave notice that he would at a pro- 
per time, ask leave to introduce a bill to provide for 
the improvement of the Alleghany river. 

Mr. Marvin gave notice that he would, at an early 
day, ask leave to introduce the usual billfor the im- 
provement of rivers and harbors. 

The chair announced that the business first in 
order was the resolution reported from the commit- 
tee of elections by Mr. Cumpbell, their chairman, 
proposing to print all the testimony connected with 
the New Jersey contested election, and the ainend- 
ment of Mr. R. Garland, of Louisiana, to discharge 
the committee of elections from the further conside- 
ration of the papers in relation to the New Jersey 
question. 

On leave given, Mr. Hopkins, from the select 
committee appointed on the 9th instant, to inquire 
whether any of the officers of the house were en- 
gaged in the prosecution of private claims before 
congress, introduced aresolution empowering the 
committee to send for persons and papers; which re- 
solution was adopted. 

Mr. Botts was entitled to the floor from yester- 
day on the New Jersey election; but not being in 
his seat— 

A motion was made by Mr. Sherrod Williams that 
the morning hour be devoted to the reception of re- 
ports of committees. 

And a motion was made by Mr. 4. Smith that the 
states be called for petitions. 

Objections were made in both instances, and mo- 
tions to suspend the rules were made and rejected. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, inquired of the chair what 
was the business of the honse? 

The speaker replied that the unfinished business 
of the morning hour was the proposition to print 
certain documents relating to the New Jersey elec- 
tion, and the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Bolts) 
was entitled to the floor, but was not now pre- 
sent. 

Mr. Thompson, oi Mississippi, said he did not 
see why the house should pass over this business. 
The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Botts), it was 
true, had the floor, and it seemed to him that, if he 
wished to claim it, he ought to be bere. Mr. T. 
did not know what had been the practice | of the 
honse on similar occasions, but he was under the 
impression that the house had not heretofore passed 
over the business in order, because of the absence of 
a member entitled to the floor. It wasthe duty of 
the gentleman to be here, and, as he was not, the 
house ought to go on without him. 

Mr. Lewis Williams moved a call of the house. 


Mr. Stanly was understood to say that the com- 
mittee of elections (of which the gentleman from 
Virginia Mr. Bolts, was a member) was in session 
this morning, and it would be remembered that leave 
had been granted to that committee to sit during the 
session of the house. 

Mr. Bojts at this moment made his appearance, 
having only this moment left the room of the com- 
mittee of elections, where he had been in attend- 





the house also. 


ance as a member thereof, 


Mr. B. then resumed his remarks in continuation 
of the argument yesterday commenced by him— 
of which, however, the reporter could not hear more 
than one-half—Mr. B. constantly turning round and 
addressing himself to other parts of the house, when 
his voice was entirely lost. 

Mr. B. had not concluded when, the morning hour 
having elapsed, and the speaker having announced 
the private orders of the day, 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, said he could not permit 
any opportunity to pass by without urging the house 
to take up the treasury note bill. He asked for a 
suspension of the rules, to enable him to make a 
motion that the house resolve itself intoa commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union to con- 
sider that bill; and demanded the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which were ordered, and, being taken, 
were yeas 103, nays 68. So [there not being two- 
thirds in the affirmative] the rules were not sus- 
pended. 

Monday, March 23. This being the alternate 
Monday fixed upon by the rules for the reception 
of resolutions. Mr. Clifford moved to, suspend the 
rules, in order to introduce a resolution that the 
house now resume the reception of petitions com- 
mencing where it left off on last Monday. 

The question being put, the ayes were 77, the 
noes 31. No quorum~having voted, Mr. ddams 
demanded the yeas and nays; which, being ordered 
and taken, resulted as fullows: yeas 107, nays 62. 
Two-thirds not having voted in the affirmative, the 
rules*were not suspended. 

Mr. Jones, chairman of the committee of ways 
and means, after some prefatory remarks, moved 
to suspend the rules for the purpose of resuming 
the consideration of the bill for the issue,of treasury 
notes; on which motion he demanded the yeas and 
nays. They were ordered, and resulted as follows: 
Yeas 112, nays 67. Not two-thirds. 

Mr. Adams offered the following resolutions, 
which were adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be directed 
to report to this house a statement of all the sums of 
money belong to the navy pension fand which have at 
any time been invested in stocks of the several states; 
specifying the authority by which such investments 
have been made, the dates of such investments, the 
rates at which the several purchases of the stocks have 


beon made, and the dates and rates at which they 
have been sold. 

Resolved, ‘That the president of the United States be 
requested to cause to be communicated to this house, 
if not incompatible with the public interest, all the 
correspondence between the department of state and 
the diplomatic functionaries of the United States in 
France, Sweden, Denmark and Prussia, and with 
those ig ge or either of them, relating to the 
surrender, to the government of the United States, of 
persons charged with piracy and murder on board of 
the United States schvoner Plattsburg, in the year 
1817. Also, the correspondence relating to the de- 
mand, by the charge d’affairs of Great Britain, for the 
surrender of a mutineer in the British armed ship Lee, 
in 1819; with any opinion of the attorney general of the 
United States with regard to the right of the executive 
of the United Siates, or of any of the executive govern- 
ments of the separate states of this union, to deliver up, 
at the demand of any foreign government, persons 
charged wit! crimes comuiitted without the jurisdiction 
of the United § ates. 

Mr. 4dams also offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the practice, first openly avowed at 
the present session of congress, of pairing off, involves, 
on the part of the members resorting to it, the violation 
of the constitution of the United States, of an express 
rule of this house, and of the duties of both parties in 
the transaction to their immediate constituents, to this 
house, and their country. 

He was accompanying the resolution with some 
remarks, when objection was made to any dedate. 
Mr. A. said he did not purpose to debate the reso- 
lution, but he considered it of very great import- 
ance, on account of the principles involved; and he 
wanted to see whether it could be possible that any 
member of this house would object to it. Mr. 
Turney objected; when the speaker said the resolu- 
tion must lie over. Mr, d4dams remonstrated, and 


there was some confusion, but the resolution was 
laid over. 


Mr. Adams wished to modify a resolution offered 


by him on the 10th of February lasi, which is in 
the words following: 


Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requesied to communicate to this house, if not incom- 
patible with the public interest, copies of any demand 
made by the minister or other diplomatic representative 
of Spain in this country, of the surrender to him of the 
Africans taken in, or belonging to, the vessel called 
L’ Amistad, and of all correspondence between this go- 
vernment and the said minister or diplomatic repre- 
sentative relating thereto: also, copies of all instructions 
from the department of state to the distriet attorney of 
the United States in the judicial district of Connecticut 
and all reports of the said district attorney to the said 








depariment relating to that subject. 
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Mr. Petrikin objected, and a desultory coaversa- 
tion ensned; but Mr. A. was finally permitted to 
inodify, which he did, so as to extend the call by 
ore “or any other foreign government or minis- 
er. 


Mr. Marvin, of N. Y¥. asked leave to introduce 
the harbor bill. 

Mr. Petrikin objected, and demanded the yeas 
and nays. The bill was read. 

Mr. Petrikin wanted to raise the question of re- 
ception, but the chair overruled it, and said that 
the question of leave was debateable, and the mo- 
tion, giving rise to debate, must lie over. 

Mr. Marvin referred to former practice, and, after 
some conversation, it was agreed that the question 
on granting leaye should now be taken; and the 
yeas and nays having been ordered. Mr. Petritcin 
demanded the previous question, which was se- 
conded; when Mr. Stanly moved to lay the question 
of leave on the table. 

Mr. Marvin demanded the yeas and nays, which, 
being taken, resulted as follows: yeas 93, nays 78. 
ve Bag question of granting leave was laid on the 
Table, 

Mr. Chittenden offered the following resolution: 

Whereas, in a communication made by the clerk of 
this house to some of the members thereof, on the 2lst 
instant, and published in the official organ of the go- 
vernment in this city on the same day, members of this 
house are not only charged with gross violations of 
official duty, but with one of the highest crimes known 
to our laws: And whereus it is the imperious duty of the 
house to ascertain whether any of its inembers have, 
as charged in that communication, practised abuses in 
the name of said clerk, either by the “forgery” of his 
name, or by obtaining it from him by means of “mis- 
representation” in such a manner as to require the aid 
of said clerk “in ferreting out the rea! responsible cul- 
ste that he may be punished,” and whether any mem- 

ers of this house have, (as is also charged in said 
communication), sent packages through the mail, con- 
sisting of “blank franks” under the frank of “Hugh 
Garland, clerk,” with the intention “to cheat and de- 
fraud the revenue,” that, in case it shall be ascertained 
that any member of this house has so far lost sight of 
the dignity of his station as to have been guilty of such 
a gross violation of duty and of the laws of this go- 
vernment, he may receive that punishment which he 
justly merits; and that, in case the charges shall not 
be sustained, the authors of the base and infamous 
slanders may “at least be held up for the public scorn;” 
Therefore, 

Resolved, 'That a committee, consisting of three per- 
sons, be appointed to investigate the charges contained 
in the communication of said clerk, whose duty it shall 
be to proceed with said examination and report to this 
house with as little delay as possible; and that said 
cominittee have power to send tor persons and papers. 

Mr. Petrikin was understood to say he objected 
to this method of naking out a case, and then rais- 
ing a committee to see if it was true. As the resolu- 
tion now stood, he shouid object. 

Mr. Everett suggested that this was a privileged 
question. 

Mr. Hubbard said if the gentleman would strike 
out the preamble, he had no objection to the resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Albert Smith said the preamble was the best 

art. 
. Mr. Chillenden moved a suspension of the rules, 
and asked the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr, Rhett suid that, as he understood the resolu. 
tion, it denounced any member who might have 
used the privilege of the clerk to frank speeches in 
bundles, as committing a crime for which he was 
justly amenable to this house, and for which he 
was to be held up to the scorn of the country. 

[A voice. The resolution charges forgery.] 

The speaker said it was not in order to debate the 
resolution now. 

Mr. Rhett was understood to say, that he desired 
to suggest to the house that, although the phraseo- 
logy of the resolution was similar to, if not an ex- 
tract from that contained in the communication of 
the postmaster general, it certainly implied that ifa 
meinber of congress got the clerk to frank speeches 
in a bundle, he had committed an outrage on the laws 
for which he cught to be made amenable. He, (Mr. 
R.) himself knew nothing of this; he had never 
done it: but he knew a member of congress who, 
believing the clerk had power to do it, had had this 
thing done, not supposing that either he or the clerk 
was committing any breach of privilege. To cast 
an imputation on a man for fraud in such a case 
was what Mr. R. never would consent to. 

And the question on the motion to suspend the 
rules was then taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive: yeas 146, nays 16. So the rules were sus- 
pended. : 

And the resolution having again been read, Mr. 
Chitlenden said he was not disposed to take up the 
time of the house, and as the resolution proposed a 
full investigation, he would move the previous 
question. 





And the call for the previous question, ayes 70, 
noes 54, was seconded. And the main question 
was ordered to be taken. 

A division of the question was called for, and, 
after some conversation, was ordered, the chair de- 
ciding the question to be first on the resolution, and 
then on the preamble. 

Mr. R. Garland demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

And the question was then taken on the resolu- 
tion, and was decided in the affirmative: yeas 157, 
nays 0. So the resolution was adopted. 

And the resolution then recurred, and was taken 
on the preamble, and was decided in the negative: 
yeas 71, nays 92. So the preamble was rejected. 

Mr. Wise then said, it would be obvious to every 
member, on reading the resolution as it now stood, 
that there was rather a wantof sense without the 
preamble. He had understood that there was an 
objection to the preamble on the ground that it af- 
firmed, probably, that the postmaster general positi- 
vely charged members of congress with forgery and 
inistepresentation; whereas, at most, it was only an 
inferental inputation. He, (Mr. W.) would, there- 
fore, suggest that by 
tion should have appended to it the words, ‘“‘where- 
as the following correspondence, to wit,” then in- 
serting the correspondence alluded to. Mr. Petrikin 
objected. 

Mr. Wise said he objected to the 240 members 
and upwards, of this house being over-raled by 
one, and be would thereiore moved a suspension of 
the rule. 

Mr. Petrikin said he had no objection to any al- 
teration being made to the resolution, but he ob- 
jected to any preamble. 

Mr. Banks hoped there would be no objection, 
and that the resolution would be carried out in good 
faith. 

Mr. Wise said he hoped the rules would be sus- 
pended. He would not express what were the 
feelings created in his bosom on the receipt of the 
letter addressed to him, by whom he knew not, 
kuowing his innocence of any charge of the kind. 

And the question being then taken, the rules were 
suspended. 

Mr. Petrikin moved to amend the preamble by 
inserting the words, “the communication from the 
clerk of this house.”’ 

Mr. Wise asked, was the communication from the 
clerk of the house? The clerk responded that it was. 
Mr. Wise said he was then willing so to modify the 
preamble.» 

And, after some further conversation, the pream- 
ble was adopted, as follows: 

“Whereas the following correspondence has been 
communicated by the clerk of the house to the members 
of this house, viz: 

Office house of representatives, March 18, 1840. 

Srr: In consequences of the abuses practised under 
my name, as disclosed in the following correspondence, 
I am constrained, respectfully, to decline franking any 
package for members of a Yours, &c. 

. A. GARLAND, 
Clerk house of representatives U. S. 


Post office department, March 11, 1840. 

Srr: I deem it as much my duty to you as to the 
public, to apprise you of the unwarranted use made of 
your name, as disclosed in the enclosed copy of a letter 
from the postmaster at Hartford, Connecticut. 

Whether your name in this case be a forgery, or whe- 
ther you were induced to write it by any misrepresen- 
tation. I beg your aid in ferreting ont the real responsi- 
ble culprit, that he may be punished, or at least held up 
for the public scorn. Very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, AMOS KENDALL. 

Hvuen A. Garanp, esq. clerk of the house of reps. 


Office house of representatives U. S. March, 12, 1840. 

Sir: I have received your letter of yesterday enclos- 
ing one from the postmaster of Hartfort, Connecticut, 
in which he states “‘a gross abuse in relation to frank- 
ing exists among the members of congress; in addition 
to bushels of newspapers and speeches, daily received 
from our members of congress, loading down the mails, 
there are large packages franked ‘Hugh Garland, clerk,’ 
which packages consists of blank franks, and are in- 
tended to cheat and defraud the revenue.” 

If the packages, as he states,are endorsed “Hugh 
Garland, clerk,” they were certainly not sent by me, {or 
I never sign my name in that way. 

I am in the habit of franking packages for members 
of congress, under a construction of the law of 1827, 
which | found prevailing when I came into office. 

Under the law of 1825, section 27, the privilege of the 
clerk of the house of representative was limited to two 
ounces. In 1827, it was extended so as to. be only li- 
mited by a general Jaw which prohibits postmasters 
froin mailing any packages that shall exceed three 
pounds, except public documents. 

My own impression is that this privilege was extend- 
ed for the official business of the clerk's office, and not 
for the use of members of congress. 

But, finding a different interpretation of the law pre- 
vailing, and learning that it had been so construed from 


eneral consent the resolu-7 





the beginning, I have yielded to it. If, however, the 
post office department does not concur in this interpre- 
tation of the law, I shall be pleased to know for the in- 
formation of the members of congress, and for the re- 
gulation of my own conductinfuture. Yours respect- 
fully, H. A. GARLAND, 
Clerk house of representatives U.S. 
Hon. Amos KEnpat, postmaster general. 


Post office department, March 18, 1840. 

Sir: I duly received your letter of the 12th, in reply 
to mine of the 11th instant, and have re-examined the 
laws having reference to the {ranking privilege of the 
clerk of the house. 

The department is now, for the first time, apprized 
that the act of 1827, extending his franking privilege, 
had been construed to authorise him to frank packages 
for members of congress. 

The act of 1825 conferred on him, in eommon with 
members of congress, the privilege of franking letters 
and packets not exceeding two ounces in weight, ex- 
cepting only documents printed by order of either house, 
and so far froin authorising the one to frank for the 
other, imposed on every person possessing the franking 
privilege, who should frank “any letter or letters other 
than those writien by himself, or by his order, on the busi- 
ness of his office,” a penalty of ten dollars, from which no 
one but heads of departments are in any such case ex- 
empt. ‘The only change in the law made by the act 
of 1827, was to remove the limitation of two ounces on 
the clerk’s frank, so that he may now send and receive 
by mail packets not exceeding three pounds in weight. 
There appears to be not the least ground for corstru- 
ing this act as authorising him to frank letters or packets 
for members of congress, whether they weigh more or 
less than two ounces; and if he now puts his frank on 
“letters not written by himself, or by his order,on the 
business of his office,” he is unquestionably as much 
liable to the penalty of ten dollarsin each case,as if 
the act of 1827 had never passed. 

Iam gratified to find that your view of the law does 
not differ from that entertained by the department, and 
that you are ready, on ascertaining this coincidence to 
abandon a practice entailed upon you by your prede- 
cessors. There seems to be something insatiable in 
“special privilege,” which is ever striving to enlarge 
itself by all sorts of subterfuges and evasions. Itis no 
less the duty of those connected with the legislation of 
the country, than of those entrusted with the execution 
of its laws, to give every grant of privilege, which can 
only be enjoyed at the expense of the people, a strict 
construetion, and confine its exercise to the narrowest 
bounds. Very respecttuliy, your obedient servant, 

| AMOS KENDALL. 
Hveu A. Garwanp, esq. clerk of the house of reps. 


The resolution moved by Mr. Lowell, on the 10th 
of February, relative to the seizure and condemna- 
tion of American fishing vessels by British autho- 
rity, was taken up, considered, and agreed to. 


Mr. Thomas Butler King, of Georgia, moved the 
following resolution, which was read: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be, and 
he is hereby, directed to send to this house all his cor- 
respondence and the correspondence of any officer 
of his department with any bank or banks on the sub- 
ject of borrowing or raising money on sale or purchase 
of treasury notes, or placing and receiving them on 
deposite; and to inform this house what has been the 
actual cost of issuing treasury notes under the several 
acts passed from October, 1837,to March, 1539, in- 
clusive, authorising the issue of treasury notes, and to 
send to this house a statement of the interest paid and 
due on the several issues of treasury notes from Octo- 
ber, 1837, to 30ih June, 1839, inclusive, and the terms 
on which they have been sold to any banks or indivi- 
duals, or placed on deposite. 

Objection was made. 


Mr. King inquired if the chairman of the com- 
mittee of ways and means objected? 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, said he did not object to 
the resolution of the gentleman from Georgia, and 
that he would take this occasion to state, upon in- 
formation on which he could rely, that no compen- 
sation had at any tine been paid by the secretary 
of the treasury either to brokers or other persons 
to convert treasury notes into specie; and that trea- 
sury notes had at no time been sold or exchanged 
by him below their par value; that the course pur- 
sued by the secretary had been, that specie should 
be deposited subject to his draft before the treasury 
notes were parted with by him. 


Mr. King thereupon moved a suspension of the 
rules, and asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were yeas 
74, nays 74. [Not two-thirds. } 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. Belt moved the following, which was read, 
and the rule being dispensed with, it was consider- 
ed and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to lay 
before this house, with as little delay as possible, copies 
of all orders and instructions issued from the depart- 
ment to any officer of the army or to any agent of the 

overnment, requiring his interference with the Chero- 
fie Indians In the formation of a government for the 
regulation of their own internal affairs, not inconsis- 
tent with the constitution and laws of the United 
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States, or with any existing treaty; also, copies of all 
instructions to any Officer or agent of the povernns 
prescribing any particular form of government for 
adoption of said Indians, and introducing any other 
form. ; 
There were many other resolutions offered, which 


ill appear in their progress. 

Wee Ravéllen: Sarshamre to notice, asked leave to 
introduce a bill making appropriations for the con- 
tinuation of the Cumberland road through Ohio, 
Indiana and Illinois, Mr. R. said, in asking leave 
to introduce this bill, he done it in good faith, and 
hoped the vote would be given in the same spirit. 
There could (said he) be no propriety in granting 
the leave, if the same is only to result in the con- 
sumption of time by a protracted and exciting dis- 
cussion, without the design finally of granting the 
appropriation; he therefore hoped the vote for leave 
would indicate the views of the house in regard to 
the appropriation proposed by the bill. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved to lay the motion for leave 
on the table. 

Mr. Turney (at fifteen minutes before five) moved 
an adjournment; which motion, by yeas 39, nays 
83, was rejected. ; 

Mr. Dromgoole then withdrew his motion to lay 
the motion for leave on the table, and objected to 
Jeave being given. as 

And the motion for leave, giving rise to debate, 
was, under the decision of the chair, ordered to lie 
over: when 

Mr. Rariden moved a suspension of the rules for 
the purpose of considering the motion for leave at 
this time. 

Several motions for adjournment were made and 
withdrawn. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Casey, 

Mr. Rariden appealed from the decision of the 
chair, that the motion for leave, giving rise to de- 
bate, must lie over,and asked the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded. 

The main qtiestion was ordered, being on sus- 
taining the decision of the chair. 

Pending which, on motion of Mr, Turney, the 
house adjourned. 


Tuesday, March 24. Mr. Rariden moved a sus- 
pension of the rule for the purpose of proceeding in 
the call of the states for resolutions, which said 
call was suspended yesterday at the state of In- 
diana. 

Me. Banks moved a call of the house; which was 
not ordered. 

Mr. Ramsey asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rule, which were ordered; anid, 
being taken, were, yeas 47, nays 83. So the rules 
were not suspended. 

The speaker announced the unfinished business 
of the morning hour to be the resolution heretofore 
reported by Mr. Cumpbell, of South Carolina, froin 
the committee of elections, to print all the testimony 
in relation to the contested election in the state of 
New Jersey; to which resolution an amendment 
had been heretofore offered by Mr. Rice Garland 
to print the testimony received since the report of 
the said cominittee was made. 

Mr. Botls resumed bis remarks, and had not con- 
cluded when, the morning hour having elapsed, 

Mr. Jones, of Virginia, moved that the house pro- 
ceed fo the orders ol the day. 

Mr. Botts expressed the hope that the house 
would allow him to cluse his remarks; but Mr. 
Jones persisting in his motion, it was agreed to. 

And the house passed to the orders of the day. 

On motion of Mr. Jones, of Virginia, the house 
resolved itself into committee of the whole on the 
state of the union, Mr. Dawson, of Georgia, in the 
chair, on the bill authorising the issue of treasury 
notes. 

Mr. Trumbull, who was entitled to the floor, ad- 
dressed the committee in opposition to the bill; and 
after he had concluded his remarks, 

Mr. Evans, Mr. W. Thompson and Mr. Nisbet, 
successively addressed the committee at large.— 
The latter gentleman offered an amendment to the 
bill, providing that the notes shall bear an interest 
not less than two, por over six per cent. 

Mr. Barnard then addressed the chair, but, it 
being before the amendment of Mr. Nisbet had been 
read. Mr. Biddle obtained the floor, and yielded it 
to Mr. Habersham, who wished to offer an amend- 
inent, going to make the notes negotiable by en- 
dorsement only, as in the case of private notes of 
hand, but without liability on the endorser. 

Mr. Barnard again claimed the floor, but Mr. 
Biddle refused to yield it, and proceeded to address 
the house at large in opposition tothe bill. Mr. B. 
having concluded, Mr. Smith, of Maine, moved 
that the committee rise and report the bill. But 
the chair overruled the motion as not now in order, 
an amendment being pending. Mr. Ba.-nard sent 
several amendments to the clerk’s table to be read. 


)The question was then put on the amendment of- 


fered by Mr. Nisbet, and it was negatived without 
a count. 

Mr. Habersham having modified his amendment, 
Mr. Warren obtained the floor, and was about to 
address the committee, when Mr. Craig wanted him 
to defer his speech, and let the committee rise and 
report the bill to the house. Mr. Wurren refused, 
and went on to address the house at considerable 
length in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Barnard next addressed the committee, and 
after some remarks as to the precipitancy of forcing 
so important a measure, after only four days from 
its introduction, claimed his right to debate the bill, 
but stated his physical inability to do so, having 
taken no food for fifteen hours: he thereupon moved 
that the committee rise. Tellers were demanded; 
and the vote stood, ayes 53, noes 93. So the com- 
mittee refused to rise. 

Mr. B’s amendments were again read. And at 
the request of Mr. Habersham, he embodied the 
amendment of that gentleman in his own as a modi- 
fication. 

Mr. Barnard was about to proceed, when cries 
of ‘question! question!” drowned every other 
sound. Mr. Barnard said he should stand till the 
cries of ‘‘question” ceased, if he stvod till he could 
stand no longer. The chair having restored order, 
Mr. B. again remonstrated on the oppression of 
rushing a measure like this through the house, 
without allowing fuller time for debate. No one 
wished to protract the debate beyond Thursday 
night. He again moved that the committee rise.— 
Tellers were demanded; and the house having di- 
vided, the ayes were 10, the noes 85. No quorum 
having voted, Mr. Dromgoole expressed his confi- 
dent belief that a quorum was present, and asked if 
it was in order to call on the chairman to count the 
nuinber of gentlemen present? Mr. Graves thought 
it not in order; the practice had always been, that, 
when a committee of the whole found itself without 
a quorum, the committee rose, and reported that 
fact to the house. Mr. Dromgoole insisted that the 
committee was not obliged to rise, but might wait 
till a quorum appeared. 

Messrs Craig, Hoffman, Dromgoole, Tillinghast, 
Banks and Holleman having spoken to the point of 
order, the committee rose and reported to the house 
that they were without a quorum. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved a call of the house. Many 
gentlemen simultaneously rose and moved to ad- 
journ. The yeas and nays were loudly demanded, 
and being taken resulted as follows: yeas 34, nays 
95. So the house refused to adjourn; and a quorum 
being now present. Mr. Dawson resumed the chair, 
and the house returned to committee of the whole 
on the state of the union. 

Mr. Barnard moved that the commiftee now rise. 
Tellers were demanded; the cominittee divided, and 
the ayes were 10,the noes 92. [It was now 25 
minutes before 12 o’clock.] No quorum having 
voted, Mr. Keim warmly remonstrated against what 





he denounced as ‘‘child’s play.” 

Mr. Petrikin moved that the chair should count 
the members present, which he contended to be 
perfectly parliamentary and consistent with prece- 
dent. ‘Tne chair was understood to say that, hav- 
ing examined precedents, he was of opinion that he 
had no authority to do so. Mr. Petrikin took an 
appeal. The question of order was discussed by 
Messrs. Peirikin, Curtis, Holmes, Andrews, Beatiy 
and Vanderpoel, when the chair reviewed its de- 
cision, having found a precedent to warrant acount. 
[‘‘Never mind, we can go without the bar.”] He 
then counted the members present, and declared 
the number to be 107. Much confusion prevailed 
throughout the hall; many withdrew into the lob- 
bies. The committee finding itself without a quo- 
rum, rose and reported the fact to the house. 

Mr. Craig moved a cali of the house. Mr. An- 
drews moved to adjourn. The yeas and nays were 
called, but before the result was announced, Mr. 
Vanderpoel inquired of the chair, whether this was 
the time to present the question in reference to 
gentlemen who refused to vote when their names 
were called? Mr. J. Q. Adams was in his seat, and 
had refused to answer. The chair replied it was 
not yet time. The result must first be annonnced. 
The yeas were found to be 25, the nays 98. So the 
house refused to adjourn, Mr. Vanderpoel did not 
press his question. [It was now 10 minutes before 
12 

Mr. Clifford moved to discharge the committee of 
the whole from the further consideration of the biil. 
The chair replied that this motion was not in order, 
because as soon as it was found that a quorum was 
present his duty was to call the chairman to the 
chair. 

Mr. Dawson resumed the chair, and the honse 
went again into committee of the whole. Mr. 





| Banks moved that the committee rise. Tellers 
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were demanded. The committee divided; the ayes 
were 25, the noes 67. The committee, finding it- 
self without a quorum, rose and reported that fact 
to the house. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved a call of the house. Mr, 
Barnard moved to adjourn. The question was ta- 
ken, and decided in the negative: yeas 27, nays 97. 
So the house refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Duncan moved a call of the house. Mr. 
Dromgoole objected, insisting that the house must 
return to committee of the whole. The chair over- 
ruled his objection, and referred to a decision of the 
house, on appeal tothat effect. The question being 
taken by yeas and nays, was decided in the affirma- 
tive: yeas 91, nays 71. So a call was ordered.— 
A motion was now made to adjourn; but, the yeas 
and nays being ordered, it was withdrawn—but 
immediately renewed. Mr. Dawson remonstrated 
against this mode of procedure, as useless and dis- 
creditable. The motion, however, was insisted on, 
and decided by yeas and nays as follows: yeas 23, 
nays 92. So the house refused to adjourn. Before 
the resnit had been announced—Mr. Petrikin moved 
that Mr. Slade, of Vermont, be called upon to vote; 
but did not press his motion. [It was now past 1 
o’clock.] ‘The clerk proceeded to call the house; 
and 135 members responded to their names. 

Mr. Casey remonstrated, and proposed that, by 
acreement, as a compromise, the bill be taken out 
of committee to night, with an understanding that 
time should be allowed in the house for debate. 
[Loud cries of “no compromise—no—no—agreed 
—no—no compromises!”] Mr. McKay made a 
similar appeal, proposing a general understanding 
that the previous question should not be called be- 
fore 6 o’clock to-morrow evening. [Much confu- 
sion prevailed.] Mr. Graves urged a compromise, 
declaring that the opposition members had no wish 
to prevent the passage of the bill. 
‘agreed, agreed.” ] The chair presented the ques- 
tion to ascertain whether, by general agreement, 
the bill could be got out of committee. But ob- 
jections were made; the yeas and nays were de- 
inanded; and the noise and coniusion were exceed- 
ingly great. [Shall 120 members be kept here 
merely because one or two object? No man shall 
aeprive me of my privilege. ‘Object, object!’’] 
The yeas and nays were ordered on suspending the 
call, when the motion to suspend was withdrawn. 

The call now proceeded, Absentees were called; 
146 members responded; and, at half-past 1 o’clock, 
the doors were closed. 

Mr. Dawson made another appeal to the house 
to cease these proceedings. The call could not be 
enforced by sending for the absentees till near day- 
light; it would be attended with great expense, and 
would end in nothing. Objection being made, Mr, 
Dawson then moved to suspend the call. Mr. Dun- 
can demanded the yeas and nays. Whereupon the 
notion was withdrawn. 

Mr. Monroe said that, on the part of a great ma- 
jority of the whigs, (so called), no objection would 
be made to passing the bill; why, then, insist on 
detaining them here at midnight. The confusion 
was renewed, so that the responses of the mem- 
bers could scarcely be heard by the clerk. 

The absentees were again called, and excuses 
were then received. The following gentlemen 
were not excused, viz: Messrs. Bell, Briggs, A. 
Brown, 8. H. Butler, Bynum, Calhoun, J. Camp- 
bell, W. B. Campbell, Clark, Cushing, J. W. Davis, 
G. Davis, Deberry, Evans, Fisher, Garland, Gen- 
try, Giddings, Graham, Griffin, Grinnell, Hastings, 
Hill, of Va. Hill, of N. C. Hook, Hunt, Jenifer, 
C. Johnston, J. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, Kemp- 
shall, McCarty, McClellan, Mallory, Mason, Mitch- 
ell, Montgomery, S. W. Morris, C. Morris, Nisbet, 
Ogle, Parris, Paynter, Peck, Pickens, Prentiss, 
Randolph, Rhett, Rives, Russell, Saltonstall, Ser- 
geant, Smith, of Indiana, F. Thomas, Thompson, 
Triplett, Underwood, Vroom, Warren, E. White, 
L. Williams and Sherrod Williams. 

The following gentlemen were excused, viz: 
Messrs. Everett, Fletcher, Granger, Hall, Hawes, 
Cave Johnson, Lawrence, Lincoln, Naylor, Reed, 
Shepard, Strong, Taliaferro, Wagner and Wise. 

One hundred and forty-nine members were found 
to be present. Mr. Hoffman moved to suspend the 
eall. The vote was taken by tellers, and resulted 
as follows: ayes 23, noes 79. [It now wanted ten 
minutes of two.] Mr. Petrikin moved that the 
absentees be sent for; which was agreed to, and 
the sergeant-at-arms was despatched accordingly. 

Mr. Stanly offered a resolution requiring those 
who were sentfor to pay the fees of their arrest. 
The chair said it could be received only by general 
consent. Mr. Vanderpoel and Mr. Dawson object. 
ed; but the resolution was agreed to. | 

Mr. Slade moved to adjourn. The question be. 
ing taken, resulted as follows: yeas 25, nays 98. 
Mr. Graves observed that a quorum was now pre- 
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sent and ready to proceed. to business, and be there- 
fore moved tw suspend the call. Mr. Stanly asked 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. Duncan moved that Mr. Adams be compelled 
to vole. ‘The motion was ruled to be out of order. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
call, and decided by yeas and nays, as follows: 
yeas 27, nays 91. So the house refused to suspend 
the call. | 

Mr. Curtis moved to adjourn. 

Mr. YTuylor offered a resolution of censure on 
Mr. Adams for net having voted when his name 
was called. The chair pronounced it to be out of 
order, the result of the vote having been announc- 
ed. The question having been taken on adjourn- 
ment, it was negatived: yeas 27, nays 88. Sothe 
house refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Curtis moved that when this house adjourn, 
in adjourn to to-morrow at 12 0’clock. [It being 
now Wednesday morning, it was understood the 
motion referred to Thursday.] The question be- 
ing put, the motion was negatived without a count. 

Mr. Beatty inquired when it would be in order 
to enforce the rules cf the house on those who re- 
fused to vote, though in their seats? The chair said 
that, since a late decision of the house on that sub- 
ject, it was hard totell. He did not know that such 
a motion would be in order at any time. Mr. 
Lewis said that this was the absurdity into which 
the house had brought itself by reversing a former 
decision of the chair. 

It was now half-past three, and Mr. Monroe ask- 
ed if it would be in order to move a recess? The 
chair was understood to reply in the negative. 

The house now remainet, without doing any 
business, wailing till the sergeant-at-arms should 
bring in the absent members. Ata quarter before 
four, an adjournment was moved. Mr. Dromgoole 
said the motion could not be in order while the 
house was in the process of compelling the atten- 
dance of its inembers. And how could the house 
adjourn while the doors were closed? The motion 
was pressed, and, after some time, the question 
was put, and decided in the negative: yeas 16, 
nays 80. , 

[‘Js it in order for gentleman to vote against ad- 
journment and then lie asleep about the floor? 
Here are two kicking about on the floor of the 
house.”” A laugh.] 


Mr. Hopkins wished that members now waiting 
at the doors be admitted to the hall. Mr. Petrikin 
objected. Mr. Dawson urged the same measure. 

It was at length agreed to, and the sergeant.at- 
arms reported to the chair that the following gen- 
tiemen were in custody, and now present in the 
house, viz: Messrs. Corwin, Hook, Morris, Davis, 
of Indiana, J. Johnson, J. Campbell, McClellan, 
C. Morris, Saltonstall, Butler, Campbell, of ‘Ten- 
nessee, Cushing, Randolph, Montgomery, Hill, of 
North Carolina, Fisher, Hastings, Allen, of Ohio, 
Charles Johnston, Warren, Kempshall, Giddings and 
Gentry. These gentlemen were severally requir- 
ed from the chair tu present their excuses for ab- 
sence, which they did; such of them as had left the 
house from indisposition were discharged from cus- 
tody without the payment of any fine; the residue 
on payment of their fine. Mr, Petrikin insisted 
that those who had remained in their seats and re- 
fused to vote, were more worthy of punishment 
than those who had retired to their lodgings. Mr. 
Stanly inquired whether there were not other gen- 
tlemen who had been taken into custody? I'he 
chair reported that there were, and he named some 
who, according to the report of the sergeant-at- 
arms, had refused to come; others who had not 
been found; others to whoin the seargeant had not 
gained access; and others who were confined by 
sickness. Mr. Barnard inquired whether the order 
had not been general to send for all absentees, and, 
if so, whether those had been sent for who were out 





'stantly moved that the committee rise. 


[It was now past 6 o’clock in the morning. ] 

Another motion was made to adjourn, and decid- 
ed by yeas and nays in the negative—yeas 38, nays 
101. So the house refused to adjourn. 

Mr. Stanly renewed his attempt to introduce the 
above resolution, Mr. Petriiin again objecting, it 
was declared out of order. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved that the call be suspended, 
and that the doors of the house now be opened. 
This was decided by yeas and nays, as follows— 
yeas 17,nays 113. So the house refused to suspend 
the call. 

Mr. Dawson moved that the house take a recess. 
He appealed to gentlemen on all sides, observing 
that proceedings like these were oppressive, and 
disgraceful to.the body. The chair said the motion 
could only be received by general consent. Many 
objecting, it was not entertained. 

Mr, M. 4. Cooper inquired of the chair whether 
the order to the sergeant-at-arms had not been to 
bring all the absentees into the house? The chair 
replying in the affirmative. Mr. Cooper further 
asked whether the house was not bound to wait and 
receive them? The chair replied that it was, un- 
less the call should be suspended. Mr. Cooper 
then asked whether they mu&t wait for those who 
were absent from the city? The chair said they 
were not understood as included in the order. 

Mr. Craig said a number of gentlemen were in 
waiting at the door, and moved they be admitted. 
Mr. Dromgoole moved to suspend all further pro- 
ceedings in the call. Somme member moved that, 
when this house adjourn, it adjourn to meet at 10 
o’clock A. M. thisday. This was negatived with- 
out acount. 

Mr. Hoffman moved that, when the house ad- 
journ, it adjourn to meet at 12 o’clock noon. The 
yeas and nays were demanded on this motion, and, 
being taken, resulted as follows: yeas 33, nays 99. 
So the house refused Mr. Hoffman’s motion. 

The sergeant at-arms now again entered the hall, 
and reported that he had in custody, and present in 
the house, the following gentlemen, viz: Messrs. 
Waddy Thompson, Deberry, Rhett, Graham, Pren- 
tiss, Butler, of South Carolina, S. Mason, Bynum, 
C. H. Williams, Rogers, Pickens, Evans, Rives 
and Hill, of Virginia, who severally offered their 
excuses, and were discharged froin custody, some 
with, and others, who had been unwell, without 
paying fees. Mr. Petrikin moved to dispense with 
the call. Mr. Graves inquired whether all the ab- 
sent members residing in the city had yet been 
brought up? The chuir replied that some of them 
could not yet be found. Mr. Fillmore inquired 
whether, if the honse should now adjourn, the call 
of the house would first comne up as the unfinished 
business? The chair replied that the adjournment 
would not suspend the call. 

Mr. fillmore then observed that, he had observ- 
ed, in times past, that gentlemen, in cases of this 
kind, by being contumacious fora few hours escap- 
ed all censure of the house, while the other absen- 
tees were bronght up and fined. The only way to 
make a proceeding of this kind of any real use was, 
to prevent the escape and impunity of contuma- 
cious members, Since the house had gone thus far, 
he hoped they would now carry it through. 

Mr. Graves demanded the yeas and nays on sus- 
pending the call. Whereupon the motion was 
withdrawn. Mr. Vanderpoel instantly renewed it, 
and it was thereupon decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 113, nays 45. So all further proceedings in 
the call were dispensed with. 

The doors of the house were now, after having 
been closed for many hours, again thrown ‘open, 
and a quorum beiug now present, the house (about 
8 o’clock in the morning) returned to committee of 
the whole, Mr. Dawson in the chair. 

Mr. Barnard was entitled to the floor, and in- 


Tellers 


of the city? The chair replied that the order was ; were demanded; and, the committee having divid- 
general, but it had not been the practice to send for | ed, the yeas were 47, noes 23. So the committee 


gentlemen atadistance. Mr. Ba 
the remaining absentees residing in the city be sent 
for, which was agreed to. 


Mr. Stanly offered the following resolution: 

Whereas the calls of the house hertofore have cost the 
government several hundred dollars by excusing those 
gentlemen who were summoned by the sergeant-at- 

s: 

"Therefore resolved, That those members who shall be 
summoned to attend by the sergeant-at-arms shall pay 
the fees due said officer. 

Mr. Petrikin objecting. Mr. Stanly said the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania had no right to objeet, 
as he had received two days more pay than he was 





Mr. Barnard moved that: refused to rise. 


Mr. Barnard then addressed the committee for 
some time, commenting on the course of proceed- 
ing in endeavoring to furce the minority to a vote; 
and, again declaring his physical inability to pro- 
ceed, once more moved that the committee rise. 
Mr. Petrikin moved to amend the motion by adding 
‘and report the bill.” Mr. Marvin rose to order, 
and contended that the motion could not be so amend- 
ed. The chair decided that the motion was in or- 
der. Mr. Petrikin and Mr. Craig spoke to the point 
of order, and Mr. Craig took an appeal from the 
decision of the chair. Mr, Jameson and Mr. Cusey 
argued the point of order. When the chair, on re- 


entitled to, and had left the city on a former session | flection, reviewed its decision, and declared the mo- 
without leave. Mr. Petrikin said if the chair did | tion for the rising of the committee not to be amen- 


not protect him, he would protect himself, andina 
way the gentleman would not much like. The 
chair ruled the resolution not to be in order. 


| dable. 


Mr. Petrikin appealed from this decision. 
Mr. Casey now made an earnest appeal to the 
house, observing that the character of all its mem- 


| bers required that an end be put to this disgraceful 
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scramble, He proposed that the bill be, by general 
consent, reported to the house, with the express un- 
derstanding that the house shall then adjourn to to- 
morrow, when reasonable time shall be allowed to 
debate it, and the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
Barnard ) should have the floor. The present scene 
was discreditable to the house and to the country. 
The chair said this could only be done by general 
consent; if no objection was heard, he should put 
the question on the committee’s rising. Mr. Bar- 
nard asked if it were possible any gentleman woula 
rise and object to such a proposition? Mr. Drom- 
goole immediately rose and said he had no objection 
to the rising of the committee, but would consent 
to no understandings or pledges of any kind. Much 
confusion prevailed; it was with difficulty any thing 
could be distinctly heard. 

Mr. Barnard inquired whether he could, in the 
house, be allowed to reply to what had been urged 
in the committee? The chair replied it could be dune 
only by consent. Mr. Petrikin insisted on his ap- 
peal. 

Mr. Barnard was understood as pressing the com- 
promise which had been proposed. Mr. Jones said 
so far as he was concerned, he would assent to it 
with pleasure. Mr. Dromgoole peremptorily re- 
fused to be bound by any pledges—crying loudly, 
[ won’t; I won’tdoit. Mr. Fisher. 1 will agree 
to the committee’s rising, and reporting the bill, but 
I will be bound by no such arrangement. I will con- 
sent to nothing of the kind. 

Mr. Waddy Thompson remonstrated, and urged a 
compromise, Mr. Fisher said he would never con- 
sent that in the house one gentleman should have 
the floor, and all the rest be cut off. Mr. Vander- 
poel hoped that all would accede to this reasonable 
proposition. Mr. Dromgoole. I won’t. I never 
will consent fo any such thing. Mr. Proffit. 1 will 
agree to no such arrangement. I will never let this 
bill pass without putting on it an amendment for 
the Cumberland road of $450,000 out of these five 
millions. Much confusion arose, and the noise 
was very great. At length the proposition fora 
compromise seemed to be given up in despair. 

Mr. Petrikin insisted on his appeal. But the 
chaty having stated his decision, and put the ques- 
tion to the committee. Mr. Petrikin withdrew his 
appeal. It was then moved that the committee rise. 
On that question tellers were appointed, and the 
vote decided in the affirmative, ayes 82, noes 40. 
The committee thereupon rose. 

In the house, Mr. Banks moved to discharge the 
cominittee of the whole from the further considera- 
tion of the bill. Mr. Lewis Williams asked if the 
bill did not contain an appropriation. The chair 
was understood to reply in the affirmative. Mr. 
Williams then insisted that it could not be passed 
unless it should be reported by a committee. 

Messrs. Evans, Clifford, Lewis Williams, Bell and 
Banks, discussed the question of order at consi- 
derable length. The chair inclined to the opinion 
that Mr. Bank’s motion was in order, and quoted 
some authorities in favor of that opinion. 

Mr. Banks, however, now changed his motion, 
and moved that the house go into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union to consider this bill. 
The motion was agreed towithont a division; and 
the house thereupon wentinto committee, Mr. Daw- 
son in the chair, 

Mr. Barnard having the floor, moved that the 
committee rise. ‘Tellers were demanded; and the 
question being put, the ayes were 4,and the noes 
98. No quorum having voted—Mr. Chapman ask- 
ed that tellers might be appointed to count the 
committee. The chairman counted, and reported 
that there were 129 members present, but said he 
could not act otherwise than to rise and report that, 
on a division, there was no quorum. The commit- 
tee rose and reported that fact. Mr. Dromgoole 
moved a call of the house. ‘The motion prevailed, 
and the clerk proceeded to call the roll, when 115 
members responded to their names. 

Mr. Williams, of Tennessee, moved an adjourn- 
ment; but it was negatived: ayes 31, nays 79. So 
the honse refused to adjourn. ! 

The absentees were then called, and 165 gentle- 
men answered to their names. 


Mr. Russell moved to suspend the call, with a 
view to move that the house adjourned till to-mor- 
row. Mr. Montgomery gave notice he would be 
bound by no arrangements and pledges others might 
choose to make. Mr. Russell’s motion was nega- 
tived: yeas 49, nays 57. So the house refused to 
suspend the call. Excuses were offered and accept- 
ed. On motion of Mr. McKay, all further proceed- 
ings in the call were dispensed with. 


Mr. Rhett then rose to make a proposition, to 
which he thought all parties should agree. The 
proposition which had been made this morning, to 
assign a particular time for taking the bill out of 
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committee, [Mr. R. was understood to say}, had 
been opposed on the ground of giving the floor to a 

articular member. It appeared to him that all 
gentlemen ought to have a fair opportunity of being 
heard. ‘The struggle bad been carried on for four 
hours lunger, and they were just where they were 
last evening; and it seemed to him that they” might 
continue here four or five days longer. This was 
a struggle between the strong and the weak. It 
seemed to him that if.a particular day and time 
were fixed, the object of all parties would be attair- 
ed. Scenes of this description had taken place at 
previous congresses again and again, and at last it 
had been necessary to resort to compromise. It 
was the only course that could be pursued. He 
proposed, therefore, that, by general consent, the 
bill should be taken out of committee of the whole, 
and acted on at six o’clock to-morrow evening. 
[Cries:| “I won’t agree to that.” “I object.” 
“Take it out now.”] Mr. R. said they might take 
it out of committee now, but it could not be passed 
now. It would come down to this, who could strug- 
gle longest and besf? Men would now yield when 
their ‘passion were up. But it was to be re- 
membered that their business here was not to carry 
out their own feelings and views, but that they were 
here to dv the business of the country—to relieve 
the government—to act upon high feelings of patriot- 
ism, The government could not be injured—no 
material injury could accrue to any body—and he 
heped that, by general consent, his proposition would 
be agreed to. 

Mr. Wise would net censent, he said, to decide 
upon measures of this kind at any particular hour 
of any particular day. As one of the minority, he 
did not intend to debate the bill, though he had ex- 
pected to have said a few words. As gentlemen 
seemed determined to sit here, the best way would 
be for the house to resolve itself back again into 
committee of the whole. 

The proposition of Mr. Rhett not meeting with 
favor, and the speaker having announced that a 
quorum of members was now ia attendance. The 
house again resolved itself into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, [Mr. Dawson in 
the chair], whereupon, Mr. Beaity claimed the floor. 
The chairman announced that the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Barnard] was entitled to the floor. 
Mr. Beatly submitted to the chair that one gen- 
tleman could not hold the floorforever. The chair- 
man said the gentleman would be kind enough to 
take his seat. 

Mr. Barnard moved that the committee rise and 
have leave to sit again; but said he would yield the 
floor simply for the purpose of enabling Mr. Profjit 
to offer an amendment. 

Aiter some further objections on the part of Mr. 
Beatly, that gentleman appealed froin the decision 
of the chair giving the floor to Mr. Barnard. 

Mr. Profft offered an amendment appropriating 
the sum of $450,000 for the continuation of the 
Cumberland road through the states of Ohio, Indi- 
ana and Iflinois. Mr. Vunderpoel rose to a point 
ef order. Mr. Barnard insisted on his motion that 
the committee rise. Mr. Vanderpoel submitted that 
the amendment of Mr. Proffit was not in order, be- 
ing an entirely new proposition. The gentlemau 
might as well introduce a proposition to establish 
amint. After some conversation, not distinctly 
heard, owing to the confusion in the hall. The 
chairman announced Mr. Proffil’s amendment to 
be out of order. From this decision Mr. P. ap- 
pealed. 

The chairman said the first question was on the 
appeal taken by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr, Beaity) from the decision of the chair giving 
the floor to the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Barnurd). And the question being taken, the de- 
cision of the chair was affirmed. 

Mr. Profit here proceeding to speak to his ap- 
peal from the decision of the chair that the amend- 
ment offered by hin was not in order—the chair- 
man said there was a motion pending that the com- 
mittee rise, which was the first question in order.— 
And, after sone conversation, the question was ta- 
ken, and the comunittee refused to rise. 


The chairman having explained the condition of 
the question before the committee to be, that there 
was an amendment to an amendment pending, and 
that the gentlemen froin New York, [Mr. Barnard] 
was entitled to the floor on the latter, and, there- 
fore, that the ameadment of Mr. Proffii was, under 
no circumstances, in order at thistime. Mr. Proffit 
assented thereto—and, it beimg now half past ten 
A. M.—Mr. Barnard took the floor, and addressed 
the committee at length in opposition to the bill, 
until 12 0’clock,M. At which hour Mr. Underwood 
rose and made the point of order that, it being 
now the usual hour for reading the journal and 
proceeding to the regular business of the house, 
under its standing rules, the committee must rise. 


The discussion otherwise might be continued day | 
after day, week alter week and month after month, | 
without touching the regular business. He asked 
whether the house was willing to set such an ex- 
ample. Mr. Vanderpoel rose to suggest that there 
was an analogous case. The chair said there was 
at analogous case in the year 1836: in the case of 
the admission of the states of Arkansas and Michi- 
gan, in which the same point had been raised. In 
that case the committee did not rise, and the deci- 
sion of the chair would now be governed by that 
precedent. So the committe did not rise. 

‘Mr. Barnard then continued his remarks until 
one o’clock, when he concluded by submitting the 
following interrogatories in writing to the chairman 
of the committee of ways and means, which he re- 
quested that gentleman to answer at his conveni- 
ence, ViZ: 

1. Does not this bill authorise the issue of “bills of 
credit,” to circulate and be used as money by the go- 
vernment and the people? 

2. Is it constitutionally competent to this government 
to emit bills of credit? rie a 

3. Admitting the power, is it right to create a cur- 
rency which all experience and all authority unequivo- 
cally condemn? re 5s 

4. Under the authority of this bill, may not the go- 
vernment discount commercial paper to the amount of 
many times five millions of dollars, lending the credit 
of the government in the shape of notes which shall 
circulate as money? 

5. If, under the authority of this bill, government may 
issue bills of credit to circulate as money, and may 
discount commercial paper,—does not the bill authorise 
a “treasury bank, founded on the revenues and credit 
of the government?” 

6. Is it competent to this government under the con- 
stitution, to establish and maintain a treasury bank? 

7. Is a bank less a bank because its charter is limit- 
ed, and may expire in a year, unless renewed? 

8. Is it competent for this government, by the con- 
stitution, to provide a medium of payments and re- 
ceipts for itself other than cash—that is, specie or its 
equivalent? 

9. Is a government paper, bearing different rates of 
interest from one mill to six per cent. a medium of 
payment of equal and uniform value, and always equi- 
valent to specie? If one creditor of government is paid 
in government paper bearing six per cent. interest, and 
another is paid in such paper bearing one per cent. or 
one mill interest, are the two paid equally and both in 
cash? Or, if one is paid in New York, where such 
paper, bearing interest, or only nominal interest, 
is at or below the par of specie, and another is paid in 
Charleston, where the same paper is five per cent. 
above par, are the two paid equally, and both in cash? 
And, if duties are paid tu the government in New 
York and in Charleston in paper of such unequal va- 
lue, are duties uniform throughout the United States? 

10. Has not the treasury notes, heretofore issued un- 
der this administration, been issued bearing different 
rates of interest; and have not different notes borne dif- 
ferent values in the same place, and the same descrip- 
tion of notes borne different values in different places? 
And will not this be the case again? 

11. Does not this bill authorise the receipt of these 
notes for the public dues, and the payment of them to 
the public creditors? And does not your sub-treasury 
bill, as you propose to pass it, contemplate a resort to 
specie, and specie alone, for all government receipts 
and payments, with an express prohibition of all paper? 
Between these antagonist measures, which is to pre- 
vail? What is the intention of the administration? Is 
it its purpose to make this exclusively a hard money 
government, or exclusively a paper money govern- 
ment? Or is it its purpose to employ a currency partly 
of specie, and partly of government paper? 

T'o all these questions, in the name of the people, 


being increased a hundred fold by such propositions 
as the gentleinan from New York proposed te sub-— 
mit. These were additional labors not fully within 
the sphere of his, (Mr. J’s) duty, and he must, 
rei ght decline answering the interrogatories put 
to him. 

Mr, Barnard, (who, as he replied to Mr. J. 
turned from the reporter), was understood to say 
that, whilst be could not but thank the gentleman 
for his courtesy, he must be permitted to say that 
the answer of the gentleman was not in any respect 
satisfactory to him, and sure he was that it would 
not be satisfactory to the country, nor to that por- 
tion of it especially, which he, (Mr. B.) had the 
honor, in part, to represent. There was no in- 
quiry in the paper which he did not consider per- 
tinent and proper, and which he did not hold it the 
bounden duty of a gentleman occupying the posi- 
tion held by the honorable chairman of the com- 
mittee of ways and means to answer. If the gen- 
tleman would look at the interrogatories, Mr. B. 
was mistaken if he did not arrive at the conclusion 
that they were all such as were proper for him, 
[Mr. B.] to put, and for the chairman of that com- 
mittee to answer. 

Mr. Jones said he had had only heard the inter- 
rogatories now read for the first time; and he ima- 
gined it would be admitted on all hands that they 
required at least a careful examination. It did nut 
occur to him now that there was any thingin them, 
which the gentleman was not as competent to 
judge of as himself, and in regard to which he had 
not equal means of information. 

The chair then gave the floorto Mr. Goggin, who 
addressed the committee, in oppposition to the bill, 
until ten minutes past three o’clock. 

Mr. Duncan then obtained the floor. Some con- 
versation ensued, the object of which, [as the re- 
porter undersiood], was to enter into an agreement 
by which the right of Mr. D. to the floor should be 
reserved if the bill was reported to the house; 
but the chair stating that no such agreement could 
be recognised, Mr. Duncan proceeded in his re- 
marks, giving notice that his principal object was 
to take some notice of the Florida war. Mr. D. 
had spoken only about fifteen minutes, when, hav- 
ing yielded the floor for the moment, another at- 
tempt was made to get the bill out of committee, 
which gave rise to much conversation, but resulted, 
like the previous efforts, unsuccessfully. Mr. D. 
then again took the floor, and proceeded until about 
four o’clock, when he yield the floor to Mr. Ruy- 
ner, who proposed that the committee should now 
rise, and that the bill should be taken up to-mor- 
row, and disposed of before an adjournment. And 
on the motion that the committee rise, there ap- 
peared yeas 34, noes 29; no quorum voting. And 
thereupon the committee rose, and reported to the 
house the fact that there was no quoruin. 

Mr. Dawson moved that the house adjourn; on 
which motion the yeas and nays were ordered, and, 
being taken, were yeas 36, nays 48. So the house 
refused to adjourn; but no quorum voted. 

Mr. Davee moved a call of the house, which, 
ayes 45, noes 37, was ordered. A motion for ad- 
journment was then made, but on the yeas and 
nays being ordered, was withdrawn. 


Mr. Dawson then proposed that the house should 
adjourn, and that it should be understood that to- 
morrow the bill should be taken up, and disposed 
of before adjournment. Mr. Pickens said be hoped 
the proposition would be agreed to. It was useless 





and for the sake of the people, I respectfully demand 
from the chairman of the committee of ways and 
means an explicit and direct response. 

Mr. Jones said he would have great pleasure in 
communicating to the gentleman from New York, 
(Mr. Barnard), or to any other member of the 
house, any information which he might receive, 
and which other gentlemen might not have the 
same opportunity of obtaining. There was no la- 
bor that he would not encounter, no inconvenience 
that he would not readily incur, to accommodate 
gentlemen in this particular; but, at the same time, 
he must say to the gentleman from New York, that 
when he, (Mr. B.) undertook to draw out a list of 
legal propositions, by way of intorrogating him, 
(Mr. J.) as to his opinions either as a lawyer ora 
statesman, he (Mr. J.) neither acknowledged the 
right of that gentleman nor any other to do so. Mr. 
J. here referred Mr. B. to the opinions of the pre- 
sident of the United States, and of the secretary of 
the treasury, as they were to be found in the mes- 
sages and in the accompanying reports from the 
treasury department, from the special session to the 
present day. By reference to these documents, 
the gentleman could be at no loss to know what 
were the opinions of the executive officers as to 
the mode of collecting, keeping and disbursing the 
public money. His, (Mr. J’s) labors were heavy 





enough in all conscience for any one man, without 





ito sit here—it was too great a trial un the constitu- 
|tions of the members. Mr. Hoffman was satisfied, 
he said, that this was the only way in which the bill 
could ever be dispused of. Any man who desired 
this bill to pass, should agree to the adoption of some 
such proposition. Mr. Dawson moved an adjourn- 
ment; on which motion the yeas and nays were 
ordered. 

Mr. Duncan expressed the belief that nothing 
would be lost if there was an understanding that the 
house should go into committee of the whole to- 
morrow, and that the bill should be disposed of be- 
fore adjournment. 

Mr. Crab6 said there was a principle involved in 
| this matter, and he would take no comproimise.— 
|He would stay here until a proper hour, and then 
he would vote for an adjournment, but he would 
uot be transferred in this way by any leader or any 
| party. Mr. Montgomery said he would vote against 

any such agreement. Mr. Crockett said something 
which the reporter could not hear. 

[Mnch confusion here prevailed, and calls were 
loud for the yeas and nays ou the motion for ad- 
journment. ] 

And the question on the motion to adjourn was 
then taken, and decided in the atfiemative—yeas 73, 
nays 34. 

So, at a quarter before 5 o’clock, the house ad- 
journed. 
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CHRONICLE. 

Bangs. MANHATTAN BANK REPORT. On our first page 
will be found the report of the commissioners appuint- 
ed to investigate the affairs of the Manhattan banking 
company. ‘Tts publication has been awaited with 
much interest by the community, for some day- past. 
The commissioners have confined themselves strictly 
to a statement of facts, leaving the public to form their 
own opinions. Appended to the renort are a number 
of tables illustrating various matters relating to the 
bank, one of which, viz: the statement of its.affairs as 
compiled by the secretary of the commissioners, F 
W. Ed:mouads, esq. we have inserted in the body of 
the report. Some of the other tables we may perhaps 
pablish hereafter, should itappear to be expedient. At 
present we doubt the propriety of bringing the names 
of all the debtors of a bank before the public, without 
some special reason, though it may be proper that they 
should be communicated to the stockholders, for their 
information and guidance—which is the a of pub- 
lishing them in the report. We shall only say now, 
that the largest debtor to the bank on bond and mort- 
gage, is Mr. Jobn G. Coster, who owes to the amount 
of $256,426, which is secured on seven stores in Pearl, 
Water, Front and South streets, and on Washington 
hall, Broadway. The largest debtors on stock security 
are J. & A. Brown, $135,600; Campbell P. White, 
$126,593 94; J. L & 8S. Josephs & Co. $123,690; 
Beekman, Richard & Luke, $66,410; ‘Thomas Suaf- 
fern, $57,693; S. & M. Allen, $56,152; John C. White, 
$50,000; Edward A. Nicoll, $41,903; James McBride, 
$33,599; Wm. G. Bucknor, $27,500; Christmas, Li- 
vingston & Co. $20,000; 8. J. Beede, $17,700; and so 
on downward. ‘Total amount loaned on stocks, 1n- 
cluding a few collaterals, $901,820. It ought to be re- 
marked that in most cases, the security when taken, 
would have been deemed satisfactory by disinterested 
men generally; but the extraordinary decline in stocks 
and real estate, has reduced the value of some of the 
securities to a low per centage upon their original cost. 

[N. Y. Jour. of Cor. 

Manhattan bank. Maldey Gelston, esq. president, 
Robt. White, esq. cashier, and J. G. Coster, esq. one of 
the directors have resigned in the Manhattan bank. 
In their places William M. Vermilye, esq. for many 

ears the cashier of the Merchants’ Exchange bank, 
as been chosen as cashier, Jonathan Thompson, esq. 
as president, and Wm, B. Astor, esq. as a director. — 

The Journal of Commerce states, of the bills dis- 
counted at the Manhattan bank—a number amounting 
in all to $393,853, were accommodation notes, and di 
not grow out of any business transaction. 


Rey. R. J. Brecxinrinee. On Saturday the case of} yiolincello, 1 double bass, 69 flute, 30 other wind in- 


the alleged libel against Mr. James L. Maguire was 
finally brought to a close. The attorney general stat- 
ed his intenuon not to prosecute the matter any farther, 
and a xnolle prosequi was entered by him, both 1n the 
case of the rev. Mr. Breckinridge, and in that of the 
rev. Mr. Cross, associate editor of the Literary and Re- 
ligious Magazine. 


BissELL’s PNEUMATIC ENGINE. We had the pleasure 
vesterday of seeing the operation of a new engine for 
propelling rail road cars, vessels, &c, just constructed 
in this city by Mr. Levi Bissell, the inventor. It is, we 
believe, the first attempt claiming to be successful, to 
use compressed atmospheric air as a motive power. 
The engine, which is constructed for the purpose of 
testing the practicability of the principle, is abvut the 
size of a five horse steam envine which it resembles 
externally, though its power is alleged to be much 
greater. A cylindrical iron chamber of the capacity 
of ten gallons is attached to the engine and filled with 
condensed air by a condensing pump. The air is con- 
ducted from this vessel to the working cylinder by a 
tube Though the machinery, which 1s apparently 
very simple, is not yet entirely complete, it was put in 
operation twice while we were present, and certainly 
worked with great energy, until the power was ex- 
hausted. 

In order to bring this power into practical use on 
railways, Mr. Bissell proposes to construct suitable 
pumps at convenient distances on the line of travel, 
with reservoirs capable of sustaining air condensed to 
2,000 Ibs. pressure to the square inch, trom which the 
locomotive air-chambers are to be supplied. ‘The con- 
densing apparatus, it is also said, may be so construc- 
ted as to be portable and thus accompany the engine 
asatender. Among the supposed advantages of this 
contrivance over the steam engine, the inventor alleges 
that the cost of the machinery will be much less, that 
it will be more durable, and far less exposed to de- 
rangements and accidents. ‘The power, too, will be 
muci less expensive, and at the same time more to be 
relied on. There are other advantages which, if the 
principle be practicable, will readily suggest themselves 
on a moments reflection. 

Mr. Bissell hopes to be able to make a demonstra- 


tion of the practicability of his invention on one of our 


rail roads or rivers during the course of the present 
season, That he may realize his most sanguine ex- 
pectations, must certainly be the wish of every friend 
of improvement. | Newark, N. J. Adv. 


CocKRAN’S PATENT CANNON. 


; . Y. Herald, dat 
fom the corespondent ofthe NY: Horald; dated| ei complain, witwus uber ley orembarrace 


ek “ 3, ay | ment. You may expect the next communication from 
reat exhibition at the arsenal, on Saturday |". 2° ’ 
evening last, of the firing of Mr. Cockran’s patent re- | me will give you notice of the passage of a boat through 
w , . 


volving cannon, which is considered such @ great in- 


ness a 


vention, and such a valuable improvement in the en- 


The following article is | Made, this day, with the officers of the state of Ohio, 
oS 


commenced at five o’clock, in the great square at the 
arsenal, and the gun was pointed in the direction of 
the river Potomac. ‘T'he members of the cabinet, the 
speaker of the house of representatives, and the chair- 
man and members of the military committee, and the 
committee on foreign affairs, anda large number of the 
meinbers of both houses of congress were present, with 
many citizens, and distinguished officers of the army 
and navy. 

The firing was superintended by Mr. Cockran him- 
self, and it gave universal satisfaction. No ramrod or 
sponge is used with the gun, and it fires with extraor- 
dinary rapidity—it sent the balls across the Potomac 
river, which is near two miles wide at this point. 

__ Many looked on with delighted surprise, and not a 
few with amazement, during the operation, as ball 
after ball, with the flashing of fire, came forth from the 
same muzzle in such rapid succession; and being in 
itself equal to a battery of eight common guns. The in- 
ventor, Mr. Cockran, stood by the side of the gun, and 
loaded and fired it himself. He has gained great repu- 
tation abroad, and his talents are, at this time, attract- 
ing the notice of congress, who are about to take mea- 
sures to patronize his valuable inventions. Colonel 
Talbot, of the arsenal department, was present. 


CusToM HOUSE REGULATION. The New York Star 
states that the following regulation has been recently 
adopted at the custom house of that port. As it varies 
from the ordinary practice, it is important that it should 
be generally known: 

“In future, all merchandise imported—Ist. on ac- 
count of a fureign manufacturer; 2d. on account of a 
foreign purchaser; 34. oa account of a resident owner; 
4th. on consignment; the owner residing in the United 
States, elsewnere than in the city of New York, must, 
by a regulation adopted at the custom house of this 
city be placed upon separate entries. This rule ap- 
plies to all descriptions of goods, dutiable or free. 


Deatu. The honorable John Lowell died of apo- 
plexy, vesterday morning, at his residence in Roxbury, 
aged 70. | Boston Gazette. 


Fire. A fire occurred this morning, at about 11 
o’clock, at East Cambridge, which destroyed more 
property than any fire in this city or vicinity, for a long 
time past. It broke out in a stable, owned and occu- 
pied by E. H. Winchester, and spread so rapidly that 
the horses and other animals in it were rescued wiih 
difficulty. [Boston Journal of Tuesday. 


Germany. During the year 1839, no less than 2,483 
musical compositions were published in Germany: ot 
these 89 were orchestral pieces, 154 for the violin, 22 


struments, 35 guitar, 17 harp, 1,244 piano forte, 31 or- 
gan, 81 church hymns, 71 operas, 407 songs, 22 con- 
cert pieces, and 73 works on music, of which 23 are 
works of instruction. ‘This exhibits a decrease of 150 
musical publications when compared with the works 
of the previous year. In 1333, 2,633 musical works 
were published in Germany. [Musical Journal. 


Missine matts. ‘The following mails have failed to 
reach the New York post office, and are supposed to 
have been in the mail robbed east of Columbus, (Ohio), 
oathe 9thinst. St. Louis of the 24 March; Nashville, 
5th do. Vincennes, 6:h do. Louisville, 8th do. Cincin- 
nati, 9th do. 

Post office, Baltimore, 16th March, 1840. 

To the editurs of the American. Gentlemen: ‘The Co- 
lurnbus Journal is in error in supposing that the rob- 
bers of the Cincinnati pouch for the east, on the 9th 
inst. confined their plunder to letter packages for New 
York. ‘The St. Louis package of the 2d, Nashville of 
the Sth, and Louisville of the 8th, have not been re- 
ceived at this office; they were, I fear, taken from the 
pouch and their contents purloined. ‘The Cincinnati 
pouch of the 9th and Vincennes of the 6th have been 
received. Respecttully, J. VANSANT, P. M. 


Manvuracrorigs. ln Waterbury, (Ct.) there were em- 
ployed in the factories, in 1837, 840 hands. At present 
there are 161. ‘The value of the goods manufactured 
there in 1837, was $91,000. This year it is $1,950. 
This is the result of the fluctuating credit system em- 
ployed in this coun'ry. Something must be done to 
give stability to business. 

The Patterson, N. Jersey Intelligencer says—“The 
greater part of the manutactories in this town have 
| been lying idle for months. There are, we under- 
stand, but two establishments among the whole num- 
ber which are making full time; a few of the others 
run part of the time.” 


PENNSYLVANIA AND OuIo canaL. The annexed ex- 
tract froin a letter to a geutleman of Philadelphia is 
published in the United States Gazette. The comple- 
tion of this work is of great importance, and will throw 
open the trade of Lake Erie to the cities of Baltimore 
und Philadelphia: 

I hasten to inform you, that the restrictions upon the 
public officers from making payment on the subscrip- 
tions made by the state of Ohio to the Pennsylvania 
and Ohio canal, were revoked by the legislature of 
Ohio on the 17th instant; and arrangements have been 


which will enable the company to bring the work to a 


the entire line. 
Penny Postrace. The new “penny postage” law 





gines of war—the ultinaratio of kings. Te firing} went into operation in England, on the 10th of January. 


The effects of the system may by gathered from opera- 
tions of the first day under it, in the “great metropolis.” 
A London paper mentions that the number of letters 
mailed in that city on the 10th of January last, was 
112,104. The estimated number for the 10th of Jan. 
1839, was 27,887—thus showing an increase of more 
than four fold, under the new system, as compared 
with the old. 


Strate stocks. The New York Commercial states 
that there was a sale on Tuesday, at the Merchants’ 
Exchange in that city, under the direction of the state 
comptroller, of the following stocks for the purpose of 
redeeming the protested notes of some of the banks 
established under the new banking law. 


$1,000 Illinois internal improvement bond, re- 
deemable 1870, interest payable at the 
rate of 6 per cent. purchased by Mr. 
Riggs, at 2 
$5,000 state of Maine bonds, redeemable May, 
1848. Interest payable in Boston, at the 
rate of 6 per cent. purceased by J. Ward, 
at 
$5,000 same description, by J. R. Goodman, 
$5,000 do. do. — by J. Ward, 
$1,000 or £225, Alabama state bond, redeem- 
able in 1844, with a privilege of renewal, 
interest payable at the rate of 6 per cent. 
purchased by J. Ward, at 

\ (Sale stopped.) 


SILK PRODUCING associaTION. We learn from the 
York (Pa.) Gazette, that a society for the production 
of silk has recently been established, by act of incor- 
poration, in that borough. The Crazette states that 
the company propose to enter into the silk business 
upon an economical, prudent and safe plan. The 
share of stock in the company is rated at ten dollars— 
six of which, the stockholders have the privilege of pay- 


87 3-8 
84 1-4 
84 1-2 


. 


ing in trees—the produce of York county—at ten cents 
a tree for these of three feet high, and others in propor- 
tion; the remaining four dollars to be paid in cash, in 
instalments, as may be required, or found to be expedi- 
ent. It is stated to be the intention of the society, thus 
formed and chartered, to commence operations pre- 
liminary to the production of silk, witout loss of time. 


TEMPERANCE. It is said that father Matthew expects 
to have 1,000,900 members of the temperance society, 
enrolled in Ireland, by Easter. 


Touts. Flour by the Pennsylvania canals—Reduc- 
tion of tolls. The Harrisburg ‘Telegraph of Wednes- 
day says:—We understand that the canal commission- 
ers have passed a resolution to allow a drawback of 20 
cents per bbl. on flour entered at Pittsburg and which 
shall be certified to have passed to Philadelphia.—This 
virtually reduces toll to 54 cents per bbl. for the route. 
It is thought this reduction will prevent flour from going 
to New York from Pitisburg via New Orleans. 


Tus Vistuta. The river Vistula has found a shorter 
course to the sea than its old route by way of Dantzic, 
thereby shortening its course about 10 English miles. 
The new opening is 2,000 feet wide; and bids fair to 
become the main channel: in which case, the city of 
Dantzic will be quite out of position. 


Wages. ‘The wages of the New York custom house 
officers have been reduced; and the Inquirer says that 
those of the workmen employed at the Philadelphia 
navy yard are alsu to be taken down. 


WILMINGTON RAIL ROAD. The Wilmington, N. C- 
Advertiser expresses much exultation at the final com- 
pletion of the great rail road running from that city to 
the Roanoke river.—This road is said to be the longest 
work of the kind in the world, being one hundred and 
sixty-one miles in length. We have had frequent oc- 
casion, during its progress, to allude to the energy with 
which it was prosecuted, and the claims of the direc- 
tory to the highest praise will be universally conceded, 
when it is known that the work, commenced in Octo- 
ber, 1836, was finished onthe 7th of March, 1840. It 
appears that only 21 1-2 miles of this road are curved, 
leaving the unparalled amount of 138 1-2 miles of 
straight road, in a total length of 161 miles. One of 
these straight lines is 47 miles long; others are 3, 4, 6, 
7,8 and 15 miles in length. The shortest radius of 
curvature used is 5,730 feet and most of the radii are 
12,000, 20,000 and 39,000 teet.—The radius of one 
curve is 67,240 feet in length—which curve is consider- 
ed equal to astraight line. The steepest grade on the 
road is 39 feet per mile. These occur only in approach- 
ing the few streams that cross the line—the grades ge- 
nerally are level grades. 

Major Gwynn is the engineer under whose direction 
the work was constructed. 

On the 9th instant the first car passed over the entire 
line of 161 miles. It arrived at Wilmington from Wel- 
don, at noon on that day, and the occasion was mark- 
ed by a salute of 161 guns and other demonstratious of 
public joy. 


Tue Winnesacoes. The Louisville Journal learns 
from general Atkinson, that, in consequence of the re- 
fusal of the Winnebagoes to remove agreeably to the 
terms of their treaty with the United States govern- 
ment, he has received orders from the war department 
to remove them at all hazards. He will forthwith call 
into active service the necessary number of troops and 
repair to the present locality of the tribe. We have no 
doubt (continues the Journal) that he willexecute with 
wisdom and eriergy the important trust confided to 
him. We know, that he will, if possible, spare the effu- 





sion of blood. 
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